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Foreword 

The theme of the 36th 

NRM/A Victory Day 

Anniversary Celebrations is:  
“Celebrating the 36th NRM/A 
Victory Day: A call to duty for 
all compatriots to contribute 
towards Uganda’s Social 
economic transformation 
journey.”

Every generation has its 
mission and calling. The one 
of 1981-1986 was called to 
free the nation from the clasp 

of tyranny so that the ordinary 
Ugandan would gain the upper 
hand in national affairs. It was 
all about regaining control and 
maximising the benefits that 
being Ugandan had to offer. 

I am in love with the theme 
for this year which places 
emphasis on “socio-economic 
transformation”. Socio-
economic transformation 
happens to be one of the 
four pillars of the NRM 
Government-others being 
Democracy, Patriotism and 
Pan-Africanism. The theme 
fits perfectly with what NRM 

stands for which is the basis 
for human dignity. 

What has socio-economic 
transformation got to do with 
the NRA/NRM liberation 
day? Political liberation 
without socio-economic 
health is a nullity!

Let us, for a moment, imagine 
what difference it would have 
made had we always had 
a right to vote our leaders 
democratically, and that there 
was no turning point rigging 
of elections in 1980; and even 
stretch back to imagine if Idi 

Socio-Economic Transformation 
a Baseline For Liberation 

By Babirye Milly Babalanda
Minister for the Presidency
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Amin had allowed democracy 
to prevail during his time. In 
both scenarios, there was total 
socio-economic breakdown! 
It is on record that the 
socio-economic breakdown 
during those regimes was 
phenomenal alongside the 
absence of democracy and 
unrestricted state brutality. 
However, socio-economic 
meltdown alone would 
have sparked off equally 
consequential reactions from 
the masses. You cannot eat 
democracy, a vote does not 
pay school fees! 

The failure by past regimes to 
spell out clearly, actionable 
economic revival and people-
empowerment programmes, 
coupled with failure to unite 
Ugandans was enough to put 
them at steep odds with the 
people. With Amin, it was 
not enough to expel Asians 
as an economic recovery 
measure. In fact, it was a 
rushed decision that was not 
backed by logical reasoning as 
Ugandans were not prepared 
of ready to take over the 

businesses left behind by 
foreigners. This “achievement” 
destroyed the baseline of 
the fragile economy and 
dealt a blow to the backbone 
sectors of the economy like 
agriculture, manufacturing, 
mining and trade. The result 
was “export substitution” with 
Ugandans relying on imports 
for basic consumables like 
sugar, salt, soap and kerosene. 
Compare that with the options 
today!

With Obote, the economy 
was too small, too poorly 
managed. The private sector 
was stifled and Uganda 
became a dumping ground for 
foreign products yet people 
did not have disposable 
income on account of being 
kept out of the money 
economy. The economy was 
so poorly managed that even 
the government could not 
establish sufficient safeguards 
for its mandate however 
questionable that mandate had 
been. 

Therefore, NRM could not 
afford to make the same 

mistake like its predecessors. 
That is why “socioeconomic 
transformation” is a core 
pillar in the NRM policy 
framework. I urge all believers 
in the NRM creed, and 
indeed all Ugandans, to 
view this as their personal 
maxim for a claim in national 
transformation. 

From the beginning, NRM 
committed to putting the 
economy in the hands of the 
people. At the time of the 
dawn of liberation, there was 
a notable policy shift by the 
regulators of the international 
economic system to which 
Uganda subscribed. The 
design was for the private 
sector to play a more notable 
role in the economic setup 
of countries through the 
process of privatizing 
state corporations so as to 
manage them profitably as 
opposed to running a sort of 
welfare system (which was 
unsustainable) and likely 
to stifle the growth of the 
enterprise and entrepreneurial 
spirit. 
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What followed the decision 
to promote privatization was 
a raft of programs to empower 
citizens and introduce them 
to the world of competitive 
business as local investors. 
It also meant opening up 
the economy to foreign 
investment to set up thriving 
businesses that would create 
jobs and furnish the national 
purse through taxes. There 
was a lot of inertia; Ugandans 
took long to believe that they 
could actually manage the 
economy themselves and that 
every product they imported 
before could be made locally. 
Continuous sensitization and 
a reminder of the generational 
mission of present times 
is building confidence in 
Ugandans to make use of 
opportunities around them.

A significant and most 
compelling message I have 
heard preached during this 
time is President Yoweri 
Museveni’s call to shift from 
subsistence agriculture into 
commercial farming, and 
small scale manufacturing. He 
has ably articulated a formula 
of land management on a 
four-acre model which when 
embraced and implemented 
massively could localize 
prosperity. Every household 
would meet its basic needs 
while having a presence in the 
money economy. Earnings 
and savings would grow, group 
business dynamics (such as 
SACCOs) would expand, 
manufacturing would grow, 
full import substitution would 

become a reality and the 
global market would be filled 
with the Ugandan trademark. 

Some Ugandans have 
heard the message and are 
effectively emerging out of 
the subsistence class, into the 
middle class while others are 
positioning to cement their 
names among the people 
who will be remembered as 
the “cornerstone builders of 
Uganda”.

In December last year,for 
the first time,various Chief 
Executive Officers (C.E.Os) 
of various business interests 
attended a 3-day retreat 
hosted by the Presidential 
CEO Forum (PCF) at 
the National Leadership 
Institute in Kyankwanzi. The 
Presidential CEO Forum 
deals with private sector issues 
and represents the private 
sector, manufacturers and 
industrialists working closely 
with government to reinforce 
private sector inclusion in 
national development.This 
platform fully internationalizes 
the president’s ideas on the 
role of the private sector in 
spurring socio-economic 
development where 
government’s role is to provide 
a conducive environment 
and establish the necessary 
social overheads such as 
infrastructure development, 
power, education, health, 
security as enablers for the 
business community to 
perform and flourish. 

The segments of the private 

sector, one of them being 
for beginners and the other 
for established investors, 
industrialists, large scale 
producers and business 
moguls both benefit from the 
same policy environment in 
a bottom-up approach which 
seeks to benefit the common 
person and enable them 
achieve their full potential. 
This is what makes NRM the 
people’s darling and cements 
its strong position politically. 
With the availability of local, 
regional and international 
markets for our goods and 
services, all that needs to be 
ascertained is consistence in 
supply and quality assurance, 
for Ugandans to assume their 
place in the socio-economic 
stratum of liberated Uganda. 

When people prosper, they are 
better placed to make political 
decisions and influence policy 
progressively as stakeholders 
rather than as outsiders; their 
patriotism and pride in nation 
rises, their Pan-African spirit 
comes alive! 

Ugandans are the “CEOs” of 
Uganda as it is. The mission 
remains to individually and 
collectively build a strong, 
prosperous, all-inclusive 
nation that works for all.
NRM, enduring and mature 
at 36,remains the best ally and 
guarantor to rely on for this 
great mission. 

Happy Liberation Day to All 
Ugandans!



4 A Call to duty for all compatriots to contribute towards Uganda’s Social economic transformation journey - www.mediacentre.go.ug A Call to duty for all compatriots to contribute towards Uganda’s Social economic transformation journey - www.mediacentre.go.ug

Celebrating the 36th NRM/A Victory  Day 

Happy New Year! 

On Monday January 
10, 2022, schools in 
Uganda opened after 

the world’s longest school 
closure due to the corona 
virus pandemic. President 
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
first ordered for the closing 
of schools in March 2020 
to protect children from 
catching corona virus from 
schools. The reason for the 
long period of closure was 
to minimize child-parent- 
teacher infections and also 
to have a good percentage of 
teachers vaccinated before 
they resumed work. 

Secondary and primary 
school students were 
home for the longest time 
as university and tertiary 
institutions were opened 

in a staggered manner and 
were able to make use of 
online studying. It will take 
some time for the students, 
teachers and parents to adjust 
but we are glad school has 
resumed for the students to 
catch up on lost time and the 
schools business to make a 
contribution to the economy.

Like schools, the night 
economy has been shut 
for two years in Uganda. 
Bars, discotheques, social 
functions and other 
businesses were not 
allowed to operate at night 
due to curfew. In fact bars 
and discotheques were 
completely closed. As 
the economy fully opens, 
we hope that we shall be 
able to adjust and take 
steps to recover from the 

shocks of this pandemic. 
Leaders should aggressively 
enlighten the public on the 
available interventions and 
government opportunities 
for different sectors and 
social groups so that their 
people are not left behind. 

Last year the country was 
thrown into shock when 
two suicide bombings 
happened in the city killing 
four people and injuring 
about 30 others. There 
were two more separate 
incidents, one in a bar in city 
suburb and the other on a 
bus heading to Bushenyi. 
According to Government 
all attacks were linked to 
ADF, a terrorist group 
linked to ISIS. Government 
quickly swung in action and 
several arrests have been 

Editor’s Note
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made including that of the 
second in command of ADF 
Benjamin Kisokeraino who 
was arrested in DRC under 
the joint operation between 
DRC and Uganda. Calm has 
since returned to the city and 
security agencies as usual are 
on alert. 

Today we celebrate 36 years 
since the NRM/A took over 
government in 1986 under 
the theme, ‘Celebrating the 
36th NRM/A Victory Day: 
A call for all compatriots 
to contribute towards 
Uganda’s socio-economic 
transformation journey.’

Indeed every Ugandan has 
a role to play in the socio-
economic transformation 
of this country especially 
at a time like this when the 
economy is suffering from 
the adverse effects of the 
pandemic. Government 
needs to support the 
struggling sectors and the 
leaders need to enlighten 
their people on how to 
participate and benefit 
from different government 
programs. 

It is time for us to see the 
fruits of the Parish Model 
initiative where the people 
participate in the planning 

and execution and even 
monitoring to the funds 
and activities meant to 
benefit their areas. In the 
parish model development 
activities are supped to be 
planned for and executed 
in parishes, as the lowest 
level unit for planning and 
development. The intention 
is to bring services closer 
to the people and ensure 
the transformation of the 
subsistence households into 
the money economy.

For God and My Country.

CAROLYNE MUYAMA
EDiTOR

Students washing hands at school after reporting as is a measure to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
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By Ofwono Opondo

Apologists for the 
Allied Democratic 
Forces (ADF) 

Islamist terrorist group 
aren’t amused that the 
Uganda Peoples Defence 
Forces (UPDF) is in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) conducting 
military operations to sweep 
the terrorists out their safe 
sanctuary of twenty seven 
years. This time, the UPDF 
is in DRC with full consent, 
written and jointly signed 
agreement between the DRC 
and Uganda governments, 
and are in fact conducting 
joint operations against the 
terrorist and other negative 
forces. 

The State of Forces 
Agreement (SOFA) which 
allows for information and 
intelligence sharing, the 
deployment of intelligence 
personnel in each other’s 
country, and joint military 
operations in the DRC, is a 
culmination of long running 
discussions between the 
two governments since the 
days of former President 
Joseph Kabila on how to 
flush out the terrorists. As 
a consequence, Uganda 
has been permitted with 
possibility of review and 
renewal to operate in a 
swathe of the DRC territory 
stretching up to 140km. 
On its part the UPDF must 
maintain its professional and 

UPDF Operations in the DRC; taking the fight 
to ADF Terrorists

operational discipline.

It’s necessary to point out 
that apart from the ADF, 
there are also elements of 
Islamic State for Central 
Africa Province that runs 
through Somalia, CAR, 
Mozambique, Chad, Nigeria, 
Burkina Faso, Niger, Mali 
and Cameroon that are 
said to have infiltrated and 
operating in the DRC as part 
of the Islamic State hoping to 
create a Caliphate in Africa 
having been dislodged from 
the Middle East. The ADF 
has been operating in DRC, 
then called Zaire since 1995, 
and took advantage of the 
ineffectual government and 
UN Peace-Keeping mandate 
to roam and sowing mayhem.
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After being defeated in 
Buseruka valley (Hoima) in 
1996, Uganda Mujahideen 
Movement (UMM) merged 
with West Nile Bank Front 
(WNBF) and National 
Army for the Liberation of 
Uganda (NALU) to form 
ADF which on 8th June 
1998, raided Kicwamba 
Technical Institute burnt 
down three dormitories, a 
library and science laboratory 
during which they killed 
80 students and abducted 
over 100 of whom 15 were 
later also murdered. Since 
then including last year 
ADF has thrown explosives 
or assassinated people in 
Kampala saying it’s fighting 
to remove the NRM 
government by force of arms. 
The stated objective of the 
ADF is that it seeks to install 
an Islamic theocratic state in 
Uganda and possibly beyond, 
the reason for links with 
similar groups in the Middle 
East, Somalia, West and 
North Africa. 

ADF claims it resorted to 
arms because Muslims in 
Uganda are marginalised 
and discriminated in social, 
political and business 
spheres. Its founding leader, 
Jamil Mukulu who had 
eluded capture through 
disguise including the use of 
multiple names is currently 
in Luzira prison awaiting trial 
following his capture in April 
2015 from Tanzania after 
almost twenty years on the 
run. Mukulu faces charges of 

treason, arson, robbery and 
multiple murders. Records 
in courts show that many 
former ADF combatants 
who were arrested, tried, 
and granted bail or amnesty 
have absconded with their 
whereabouts ascertain.

Since November 30, 2021 
UPDF’s first launched 
lightening air and artillery 
strikes in North Kivu 
province of the DRC, 
ADF terrorists were sent 
scampering for dear life 
abandoning troves of military 
logistics, food supplies, 
gardens, communication 
gadgets, and two laptops 
containing their valuable 
operational information. 
In addition, scores of 
militants have been killed, 
captured or surrendered, 
some with weapons. The 
joint operations have so far 
caused major disruptions 
in ADF activities in DRC 
and Uganda where they had 
began planting explosive 
devises, and for the first 
time since its creation, used 
suicide bombers willing to 
die as jihadists. 

In particular, the capture 

and occupation of their 
bases of Kambi Ya Yua, 
and Madina by the UPDF 
and FARDC, means that 
ADF has been denied the 
freedom to operate including 
local recruitment, training, 
resting, growing food, 
movement, coordination, 
communication and sharing 
information with ease, which 
they hitherto enjoyed. In 
the next phase, the UPDF 
should be deploying zonal 
mobile ground forces to 
track down ADF remnants 
now in disarray. This will 
in turn cause vulnerability 
of the dispersed ADF 
personnel who may then 
not be able to successfully 
elude capture including by 
the local population unless 
they surrender, as the capture 
two weeks ago of Benjamin 
Muhindo Kisokorania 
the second in command 
of Mukulu’s faction 
demonstrate.

Back in Uganda the joint 
security agencies continue 
to identify, track down, and 
disrupt local ADF networks 
that had been built including 
some in home mosques. 
There is need to identify and 

UPDF  Soldiers during Operation Shujaa in DRC.
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expose local political elites 
especially MPs who use their 
official platforms to conduct 
insidious propaganda for 
Islamic extremism under 
the guise of human rights. 
Under the circumstances, 
intelligence believes that the 
ADF could launch revenge 
reprisal attacks as desperate 
efforts to deflect its emerging 
defeat in the DRC, and 
therefore there is need for 
continuous vigilance by 
Ugandans.

With the increasing 
penetration of the UPDF 
into the operational areas, 
the joint ground troops have 
now established and continue 
to consolidate forward 
operating and intermediate 
bases to ensure that ADF are 

permanently kept on the run. 
The civilian population in 
DRC is also returning to their 
homes and daily activities 
without harassment by the 
ADF.

These accomplishments 
within the first phase have 
come at no cost on the 
UPDF because it hasn’t lost 
personnel or equipment 
from enemy hostile actions. 
However, two UPDF 
soldiers have died from self-
inflicted injuries. In order 
to completely defeat this 
Islamic extremism there’s 
need by all people of good 
will to participate in general 
mobilization aimed at de-
radicalization being instilled 
especially among young 
children under the false guise 

of teaching Islamic faith. 

In this respect, Imams, and 
other Islamic scholars ought 
to mobilize to conduct 
extensive outreach programs 
through their respective 
institutions to neutralize 
the outlier fringes in order 
for moderation to prevail. 
Islam as taught and practiced 
in most parts of the world 
including Uganda is a religion 
of peace and coexistence, 
and no one should be left 
to destroy this otherwise 
noble tradition. Islamic 
scholars, sheiks and Imams 
ought to come out strongly 
to neutralize the ongoing 
radicalization and posture for 
violence.

Operation Shujaa Commander,  Maj. Gen. Kayanja Muhanga



9 9A Call to duty for all compatriots to contribute towards Uganda’s Social economic transformation journey - www.mediacentre.go.ug

Celebrating the 36th NRM/A Victory  Day

Uganda held general 
elections in 2021 
and President Yoweri 

Museveni was declared 
winner with 58.6% and 
was subsequently sworn in 
as President. The NRM got 
another mandate to lead 
Uganda for another five years. 
David Serumaga had a chat 
with the NRM Secretary 
General Hon. Richard 
Twodong about pertinent 
issues of the economy and how 
his party is prepared to tackle 
them. 

36 years ago on 
26th January, 1986, 
President Yoweri Kaguta 
Museveni promised a 
fundamental change. How 
much has this fundamental 
change been realized?

The NRM Government is Addressing 
the Unemployment problem through 

industrialization

Lato milk factory - Mbarara

I want to first congratulate 
President Yoweri Museveni 
and the NRM party for 
having thrived massively in 
the recent general elections. 
Yes, 36 years down the road, 
a fundamental change has 
been realized with quantity 
and quality output. Infant 
and maternal mortality 
rate has reduced leading to 
population growth. Illiteracy 
levels have dropped resulting 
in producing a very good 
number of graduates. 

This has been achieved by 
revamping the education 
sector with Universal 
Primary Education, 
Universal Secondary 
Education and tertiary 
education. When NRM 
came into power, we had 

only one University which 
is Makerere University but 
currently, we have more 
than 40 universities. We 
have so far improved on 
the transport network in 
Uganda with well tarmacked 
roads from border to 
border, district to district. 
New ferries have been 
commissioned to ease the 
water transport and the 
restoring of Uganda airline 
is also a very important 
milestone for the NRM 
party. 

Access to water and power 
is great achievement of the 
NRM, every sub county 
has electricity which has 
empowered large- and 
small-scale business owners 
to stay in business. For over 
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three decades now, security 
of people and property has 
been the biggest milestone 
of the ruling NRM 
government. The country 
has for more than 20 years 
now not experienced any 
security threats. We have 
defeated a number of rebel 
groups including Alice 
Lakwena’s Holy Spirit 
Movement, 
Joseph 
Kony’s Lord’s 
Resistance 
Army, and the 
Force Obote 
Back (FOBA). 
Even when 
the Allied 
Democratic 
Front (ADF) 
tried to tickle 
us, our force 
has gone for 
them and it is 
neutralizing 
that small 
group from 
Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo. 

Education 
opportunities 
have been 
put in place 
and these universities are 
passing out skilled people 
but jobs cannot be found. 
What are your measures as 
the ruling party for people 
to find jobs?
Our youth are educated, 
that’s why they need jobs. 
The only problem we 
face is that we inherited a 

foreign curriculum which 
is more theoretical and it 
needs to be revised so that 
we put more focus more 
on producing job creators 
than job seekers. A practical 
curriculum that focuses 
on producing innovators 
will help to reduce the 
unemployment gap and 
also improve on quality 

labour output. We need to 
find a way of opening our 
economy by looking for the 
means of empowering the 
private sector and we shall 
do that. However, we are 
industrializing Uganda by 
making sure that in every 
district, there is an industrial 
park that will increase our 
production levels and also 

create jobs for our people 
but still they need to be 
trained so that they can 
innovate things right away 
from their institutions.

Our import bill is still 
higher compared to what 
we export as a country. 
What are we putting in 
place so that this can be 

reversed?
Export of 
goods and 
services 
represent the 
value of all 
goods and 
other market 
services 
provided to 
the rest of the 
world. Since 
the NRM 
government 
came into 
power, there 
has been an 
improvement 
in our export 
rate for 
example; the 
basic products 
that we used 
to import 
over the years 
like sugar, salt, 

and iron sheets are being 
produced here and exported 
to the world. Believe me or 
not, we are exporting more 
to the region and this is 
developing our economy.

The most challenging issue 
in Uganda is corruption. 
As a mass party that won 
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the mandate last year, 
what mechanisms are 
you putting in place to 
end this vampire called 
corruption?
Corruption is a serious 
issue that we are facing in 
government and there are 
many words that describe 
corruption but we need to 
fight hard to curb it. We are 
considering improving the 
monitoring of government 
programs and also help 
the government to recover 
what has been stolen by 
unpatriotic individuals.

Bobi Wine, the leader of 
the biggest opposition 
party in Parliament and 
Dr. Kizza Besigye are 
saying that they won’t 
allow NRM to end this 
Kisanja and they are going 
to rally people to cause 
a tsunami. How has the 
ruling party prepared to 
handle such people who 
are calling for a mass 
demonstration?
(Laughs)…. that’s 
laughable! Dr. Besigye 
should keep quiet because 
NRM is a mass party and 
we have demonstrated it 
and there is no way he can 
mobilize masses when we 
are the mass party. We have 
defeated him three times but 
I think he and Bobi Wine are 
trying to be relevant. In the 
last general elections, there 
are a number of districts 
where Bobi Wine did not 
even have a candidate to 
contest under his party nor a 

polling agent to monitor and 
protect his votes. It is the 
NRM that can mobilize the 
masses because we have the 
numbers.

The greater North and 
East were opposition 
strongholds, this time they 
voted yellow massively. 
What magic bullet did 
NRM use to win?
The Greater North and East 
had only one issue which 
was insecurity but after the 
NRM government solved 
it under the leadership of 
H.E Yoweri Museveni, they 
have changed the narrative 
because the region is 
peaceful. The good thing 
with NRM is fulfilling its 
promises. That’s why in 
those regions, the people 
had all the reasons to 
support NRM because our 
work is visible.

As the youngest Secretary 
General of NRM, what 
new energies and skills are 
you bringing on board to 

revitalize the secretariat?
I have been working for 
NRM right from the time 
when I was still a student 
at the university as a 
mobilizer to the Secretary 
General. My mission now 
is to preach and implement 
an effective and holistic 
reconciliation engagement 
with all protagonists within 
the party, as a precursor to 
promoting party cohesion, 
reconciliation and unity. 
We have had some internal 
issues like disunity which 
I must handle first and 
come to the general party 
members.

What is your message to 
Ugandans as we celebrate 
36 years of NRM in power?
I thank them for loving 
NRM and voting President 
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
massively. As the party 
leaders, we appreciate their 
support towards the NRM 
party and I encourage them 
to continue doing the same 
or even more.

Lato Milk employees at work 
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Firstly, I want to give 
a background of the 
disability movement 

in Uganda. The NRM came 
into power in 1986 and 
the Disability Movement 
came in 1987, these are two 
partners moving together, 
so I want to say that the 
people with disabilities have 
benefited a lot from the 
NRM government.

We had a Constitution 
Assembly (C.A) a  delegate 
with disability was 
accepted to participate in  
constitutional review and 
the end it was agreed that 

people with disability be 
represented by five Members 
of Parliament living with 
disability which we have 
up-to date. Government 
went ahead under the Local 
Government Act to provide 
for two slots for people 
with disability at the district 
and sub county, a man and 
woman. In political positions 
we have 50,000  leaders 
representing people with 
disability including me the 
Minister for Disability. 

The affirmative action as 
stipulated in the constitution 
that has helped many 

young people living 
with disability to access 
university education. At 
every university admission, 
we have 60  slots reserved 
for  PWD’s under the 
government sponsorship. 
This to me is a great 
achievement because so 
far we have about 300-400 
students who have graduated 
from universities as a result 
of this affirmative action.

In 2016 Government 
sent UGX 3b to Local 
Government as grants to 
PWDs to help them boost 
their small businesses and 
today this money has been 
increased to  UGX 9.6b. The 
PWDs form small groups 
of  5-15 members and get an 
average of UGX 5m to divide 
among themselves. 

As of now, we have skilling 
programs and vocational 
rehabilitation centers where 
disabled people are trained. 
I have visited them and 
some of these people are 
trained in skills like tailoring, 
shoe making and carpentry 
among others. These skills 
help them in the community 
and this has been because of 
the good will of the NRM 
Government. So in terms 
of recognizing PWD’s, 
Government has done well 
because even in commissions 
like UCC, District Service 

The NRM Government has uplifted the status of 
People living With Disability in Uganda - Hellen 

Asamo

Hon. Asamo Hellen Grace
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Commission, KCCA 
and others, we have 
representatives. Government 
ensures that PWDs are 
represented in every program 
that come including the  
current parish development 
model. 

In terms of liberation we’ve 
all been liberated because 
in the previous regimes, 
they never thought about 
disabled people. I was told 
in times of Amin, if you were 
disabled you would be put 
on a tipper, driven some 
where and dumped to die. 
But the NRM Government 
under the leadership of 
President Museveni came 
into power and recognized 
us as human beings because 
we were always looked at in 
a negative. So the liberation 
is there, we are able to talk, 
share our views unlike the 
previous regimes.

On the part of  economic 
empowerment we have been 
sending money to PWDs 
but Covid-19 came in with a 
lot of additional challenges 

which affected the disabled 
people just like any other 
person. I remember when 
there was a total lockdown, 
we had more challenges 
because they said, social 
distance yet a blind person 
needs to keep someone 
close for guidance, so we 
had challenges in terms of 
our accessing certain places. 
As the ministry, we are 
glad our budget wasn’t cut 
which enabled us to send 
some funds to the disabled 
and I want to thank the 
government for that.

In my experience as a person 
with  disability we are 
marginalized everywhere, 
even when you want to 
be a leader people usually 
ask if you can run yet they 
see how disabled you 
are. But I always tell my 
people to have confidence 
by accepting disability as 
part of themselves. I have 
been a leader from the time 
I was young in school. I 
was the head girl,  became 
a chairperson in Uganda 

Women to Save Children 
(UWESO) in Soroti District, 
a member of the women 
council at the district and 
now I am a minister. I 
have kept on building the 
confidence to many of the 
disabled people encouraging 
them to go for leadership and 
participate in government 
programs where they live. 

I want to call upon the 
people with disability to join 
hands and support the NRM 
Government to take Uganda 
forward. They should 
support and participate in 
all government programs 
because the president 
recognized our existence 
and has always supported 
PWD’s around all districts in 
Uganda. 

Hon. Asamo Hellen Grace 
the representative of 
People With Disability 
for Easter Region and 
a State Minister for 
Gender Labour and Social 
Development (Disability 
Affairs)

The Government is commited to supporting People with Disabilities
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By Dennis Katungi

This is a question that 
has intrigued military 
strategists for some 

time. Did the 27 armed men 
who stormed Kabamba on 
the 6th February consciously 
adhere to a strategy or they 
were simply resilient and 
adept than the enemy? 
The enlightened leaders of 
the resistance will claim 
that they had prescient 
knowledge of events and 
things went more or less 
according to plan. However, 
others within the upper 
crust of the resistance are 

more humble and guarded 
about the way things turned 
out.

What is strategy? To 
answer this, we must turn 
to the instruction of the 
master of ‘Strategy’ in 
the military sense – Carl 
von Clausewitz. For him, 
‘strategy’ represented the 
link between military power 
and the political goals for 
which that force is required. 
‘Strategy’, Clausewtz said, 
is the use of engagements 
for the object of the war. 
He was concerned with the 
‘real conditions of the war; 

what he called ‘grammar’ 
of war. The difficulty, 
he said, was to link the 
dirty and messy business 
of tactical engagements 
with the higher realms of 
strategy. He saw the clear 
relationship between the 
tactical level of war and the 
political purposes of the 
war. He avowed that ‘war is 
the continuation of policy 
by other means.’ Politics is 
what gives war and strategy 
their purpose; otherwise war 
would be pointless.

The critical ingredient it 
seems for war to war is that it 

The Strategy of the Resistance War 
that enabled Victory in 1986

Gen Salim Saleh (left) chatting with the late Maj Gen Fred Rwigyema (right) during the bush war
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NRM/A Leader, Yoweri Kaguta Museveni during the bush war days

must be organized violence 
and must serve some 
political goal. This is what 
distinguishes war from other 
forms of conflict e.g tenants 
spontaneously lynching 
landlords over threatened 
evictions. Clausewitz 
explained that ‘everything 
in strategy is very simple, 
but that does not make 
everything easy’.

In 1981, at the start of the 
resistance war, Museveni 
laid out his thinking on 
the strategy of the war. In 
his emotionally charged 
document, ‘Why we fought 
a Protracted People’s War’ he 
explains his understanding 
of strategy. He says strategy 
means the methodology 
one uses to solve a problem 
as a whole, that is, to solve 
a problem from A to Z. 
Tactics on the other hand, 
are the methods one uses to 

solve parts of the problem 
from A to B or from C 
to D. In this definition of 
strategy, Museveni showed 
an understanding for the 
broadness of strategy. He 
appreciated that strategy 
is composed of a number 
of dimensions, of which 
the military tool is but 
one component. His 
understanding of tactics 
focused on the military 
instrument. 

It shows that Museveni 
had studied Mao Zedong 
through the 1970’s in 
Tanzania and absorbed 
his writings with the 
fervor of a man seeking 
revolutionary redemption. 
Whenever he was racked 
by doubt, he would return 
to the orthodoxy of Maoist 
thought. Additionally, 
Museveni read British 
and Canadian field 

manuals surreptitiously 
given to him by one of 
the Tanzania Peoples 
Defense Force (TPDF)’s 
most revolutionary and 
dynamic officers called Col 
Ali Mafudh, an avowed 
pan-Africanist. This highly 
celebrated officer had helped 
restore order in Zanzibar 
after the assassination of 
Sheikh Abeid Karume, the 
first President of Zanzibar. 
Col Mafudh rose to become 
the TPDF’s Chief of 
Operations and Training 
(COT) and it was in this 
capacity that he quenched 
Museveni’s thirst for military 
pamphlets.

Mao talked of attaining 
a favourable ‘correlation 
of forces’ before the 
revolutionaries could launch 
their strategic counter-
offensive. Museveni spoke 
of ‘balance of forces’ in his 
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1981 tract. He wrote: ‘When 
the balance of forces has 
shifted to our favour, we 
shall launch conventional 
warfare’. This entails 
fighting positional warfare 
for control of towns and 
strategic points.

So, for both Mao and 
Museveni, it was only 
through the adept wielding 
of these elements of 
strategy that victory would 
be achieved. Ironically, in 
Uganda’s experience it was 
the military dimension in 
form of the matchless NRA 
that assured the sustenance 
of the revolution and 
final victory. The resolute 
support of the people of 
Luwero, Ngoma, Singo and 
Bulemezi in general has 
to be understood in the 
context of their inextricable 
ties to the NRA. The 
support was for the fighters 
whom they had an affinity 
with and who they saw 
meting out punishments 
on the dictatorship for 
the unspeakable atrocities 
committed against them. 
It was an empirical 
relationship based on the 
numerous struggles they 
had jointly endured. Had 
NRA just been a talking 
shop, it would have soon lost 
credibility with the people. 
Successful armed action was 
a necessity for the support of 
the peasants in the Luwero 
Triangle.

Museveni’s obvious 

disappointment in the 
External Committee reveals 
that the other dimension 
(diplomatic efforts to 
procure arms) was not 
working out at all, yet this 
was compensated for by 
the brilliance of the NRA 
at battlefield successes. 
We can conclude that 
although NRA started off 
with a Maoist conception 
of strategy, it eventually 
mutated into something akin 
to Clausewitz’s ‘grammar’ of 
the resistance war strategy.

This brilliance of 
NRA’s Commanders 
led by Museveni was a 
consequence of a pragmatic 
approach to the challenges 
of the war. Museveni’s 
force devised solutions 
after a careful process of 
observation, orientation and 
decision-making. Once the 
decision was taken, action 
based on those decisions 

would follow promptly and 
as such, incremental tactical 
changes were implemented 
that bore strategic fruit. 
This system is known as the 
‘OODA loop’ (Observation-
Orientation-Decision-
Action) or ‘Boyd’s cycle’ 
after Colonel John Boyd of 
the US Airforce who first 
described it after the Korean 
war.

This ethos, combined with 
the maneuverist approach 
to operations by the NRA 
is what eventually bore 
fruit. The NRA had a 
unique approach to the war 
in which they sought to 
shatter the enemy’s overall 
cohesion and will to fight. 
It calls for an attitude of 
mind in which doing the 
unexpected, using initiative 
and seeking originality is 
combined with a ruthless 
determination to succeed. 
This seems to have been 
the unwritten, unspoken 
creed of the NRA. It was in 
their actions that one can 
deduce that the defeat of 
the enemy by means other 
than the destruction of his 
mass is achieved through 
a maneuverist approach 
to operations. This can 
be equated to stunning 
maneuverist victory the 
Israeli’s achieved over an 
Egyptian force twice their 
size in the Sinai in 1967.

Edited Extract from Battles 
of the Ugandan Resistance 
by Muhoozi Kainerugaba.

Once the decision was 
taken, action based on 
those decisions would 
follow promptly and 
as such, incremental 
tactical changes were 

implemented that bore 
strategic fruit. 
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Kampala by night

By Henry Mayega 

Before 1986, Uganda 
faced numerous 
insecurities; they 

spanned the period from 
1966 through the 1970s as 
well as part of the 1980s. 
Apart from resulting into 
many killings meted out on 
people by moribund armies 
and their militias, they 
simultaneously stalled socio-
economic development 
and resulted into stagnation 
that subjected nationals 
to extreme poverty and its 
attendant botheration. 

As a commemoration of that 
remarkable improvement 
of the security situation 

in the country, the Yoweri 
Museveni administration 
together with Ugandans 
celebrate the 36th NRM/A 
Victory Day today ( January 
26, 2022) at Kololo 
Ceremonial Grounds 
at which the point of 
emphasis will be calling on 
everyone like those before 
us to own and take part in 
Uganda’s social economic 
transformation in order 
to contribute to national 
growth and development. 

Interestingly, the 1980s saw 
this same administration 
indenture the Transfer 
of Knowledge through 
Expatriate Nationals 

initiative (TOKTEN) which 
attracted many highly skilled 
Ugandan nationals. Those 
human resources were 
repatriated back to Uganda 
and their astronomical 
contribution to national 
progress is indelibly written 
everywhere in the country 
– that was in stark contrast 
with what had happened 
in the 1970s where the 
“cream de la cream” of the 
country’s skilled and meagre 
human resources trekked 
out due to political turmoil. 
That measure (TOKTEN), 
unknown to some political 
nymphs and the “johnny 
come lately,” like the Bobi 
Wines of this world, changed 

NRM’S Restoration of Security has Ensured 
Uganda’s Socio Economic Transformation



18 A Call to duty for all compatriots to contribute towards Uganda’s Social economic transformation journey - www.mediacentre.go.ug A Call to duty for all compatriots to contribute towards Uganda’s Social economic transformation journey - www.mediacentre.go.ug

Celebrating the 36th NRM/A Victory  Day 

the economic 
trajectory of 
Uganda.

The advent 
of the Yoweri 
Museveni 
administration 
in 1986 
reversed 
that blood-
letting and 
destruction of 
property and it 
paved the way 
for sustained 
economic 
growth, peace, 
security and 
stability. 

Uganda was 
concomitantly 
restored 
into the 
international 
files of 
honour; as 
a result, it 
has, with 
distinction, 
participated 
in peace 
keeping and 
enforcement 
on the African 
continent and 
hence-forth 
attracted 
international 

accolades from far and 
wide. The gallant sons and 
daughters of the UPDF who 
have, for long, put their lives 
on the line in far flung areas 
like Somalia are repatriating 
colossal sums of cash – 
(part of their earnings) that 
stabilize the economy and 
the time is now for every 
spirited national to emulate 
them.

Relatedly, the exportation/
externalization of labour, a 
worldwide phenomenon, 
has ensured the steady 
supply of forex that in a 
sense has burgeoned capital 
inflows into an economy that 

Uganda’s population 
has, as a result of 

that peace and 
robust interventions 

like vaccination, 
astronomically grown 
from 13.6m in 1986 

to 41.6m people in 
2020 – a no mean 
feat attributable to 

this administration’s 
disinclination 

towards mediocrity. 

Lira University Teaching Hospital
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had been starved of them 
in the chaotic and epochal 
period extending up to the 
1980s after independence in 
1962. The bulk of those folks 
are engaged in constructive 
projects/investments 
that are additions to the 
country’s GDP. On the other 
hand, Ugandan refugees 
who had formed scores 
of fighting groups beyond 
our national borders were 
proactively re-integrated 
either into the UPDF or 
communities hence freeing 
huge amounts of cash. 

Those hither-to national 
resources which had been 

deployed to combat the 
numerous insecurities 
were re-invested to spur 
national growth and 
development via road 
construction, revamping 
the collapsed health system, 
as well as massification of 
education opportunities (for 
example the introduction 
of Universal Primary 
Education (UPE), Universal 
Secondary Education 
(USE) and the university 
scholarship program). Such 
redeployment of national 
resources has led to the 
upping of citizen’s standard 
of living, as well as balanced 

regional development.

The restoration of peace 
and stability led to upping 
of the dignity of life and 
security of property; when 
the guns went silent in 1986, 
save for a few remnant and 
residual pockets here and 
there, extra judicial killings 
ceased and the due process 
of the law was allowed space. 
Uganda’s population has, 
as a result of that peace and 
robust interventions like 
vaccination, astronomically 
grown from 13.6m in 1986 
to 41.6m people in 2020 – a 
no mean feat attributable 
to this administration’s 
disinclination towards 
mediocrity. In a cognate way, 
that meant that those who 
used to flee the country were 
now settling down to either 
work and/or invest here 
thereby adding to our GDP. 
The others who remained 
outside Uganda’s national 
borders have for long been 
repatriating investibule 
funds which leading to 
greater employment, more 
savings/disposable incomes. 
This administration’s clarion 
call now, irrespective of 
our kaleidoscopic political 
persuasions, is for everyone 
to join the bandwagon 
and take part in the social 
economic transformation of 
the country. 

On the other hand, 
the Yoweri Museveni 
administration’s robust 
social-political policies 
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have ensured national 
integration as exemplified by 
the emergence of religious 
ecumenism as well as the 
repudiation of religious/
tribal based political parties. 
Religious ecumenism 
has been typified by the 
formation of, for instance, 
the Joint Christian Council 
as well as the Inter-Religious 
Council both of which have 
reduced social tensions 
that existed in the pre-1986 
times that saw inter-religious 
intolerance rising to fever 
point – tensions that had 
debarred the country’s social 
integration. Similarly, the 
colonial period had bred 
religious-based parties 
most especially at the time 
of independence in 1962 
which divided citizens 
along debilitating sectarian 
confines hence hindering 
national progress. The 
UPC, DP and CP had, 
as cases in point at their 
inception, ideally and 
singly, responded to the 
calling for the attainment 
of independence oblivious 
of the times beyond; those 
parties, like most African 
independence parties, have 
more-less dimmed in terms 
of relevance and political 
appeal because they had 
been premised on religious 
bigotry as well as single-
tracked ideology. This 
administration’s NRM party, 
on the other hand, is multi-
ideologically oriented and 
focused, an attribute that has 

permitted social economic 
transformation by leaps and 
bounds. 

Elsewhere, the NRM 
government has, through 
scores of measures like 
the national development 
plans (NDPs) as well vision 
2040, spectacularly guided 
Uganda’s development path 
which has been punctuated 
by emphasizing human 
resource development, 
tourism, agricultural 
processing and mineral 
development to mention 
but a few. All those areas 
provide a wide spectrum of 
choices in which proactive 
compatriots can elect to 
participate and contribute 
to national progress. They 
could for instance choose 
to start private schools 
or universities to churn 
out more human capital, 
build recreational facilities 
to boost tourism, engage 
in profitable agricultural 
processing as well as mineral 
development etc.

The said areas of emphasis 
have expanded the country’s 
economy where, for 
instance, the tourism sector 
alongside the agricultural 
sector have become the 
leading contributors to the 
country’s GDP. Over the 
years, Uganda’s agricultural 
exports to Kenya and South 
Sudan have burgeoned to 
unprecedented levels leading 
to greater employment, 
upped disposable incomes 

and balanced regional 
development as well as 
increased government tax 
revenue. 

Regarding the mineral 
development sector, 
President Yoweri Museveni 
imposed a ban on the 
exportation of mineral raw 
materials. An example here 
is gold where, as a result, a 
refinery was constructed in 
Entebbe in order to increase 
the country’s earnings. 
That visionary president 
has also superbly guided 
the development of the oil 
sector; he initially tapped 
into the development of 
relevant human resources to 
eventually prepare for their 
participation in that sector 
as local content. That in 
essence provided a cohort 
of compatriots who would 
later, vitally, superintend 
over the sector in the long 
haul in the spirit of true 
patriotism. 

In conclusion the Yoweri 
Museveni administration 
has been the most the 
successful indigenous 
and post- independence 
government compared 
to its predecessors; it 
secured the country giving 
rise to unprecedented 
levels of social economic 
transformation.

The writer is Deputy Head 
of Mission Uganda Embassy 
Abu Dhabi, UAE
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By Felix Kulaigye 

“Out of them (city 
and palace) will 
come songs 

of thanks giving and the 
voices of those who make 
merry. And I will multiply 
them, and they will not 
be few; I will also glorify 
them and they will not be 
small.” Jeremiah 30:19.

According to Max Weber, 
politics means striving to 
share power or striving to 
influence the distribution of 
power, either among states 
or among groups within 
a state. Democracy is the 
process by which power 
is accessed and utilised in 

service of the nationals

Human beings ought to be 
free of fear; that is, they have 
a right to be secure in their 
persons from psychological 
and physical intimidation 
of any kind. This places 
personal security very 
close to water, food, and 
shelter on the continuum 
of basic human needs. The 
state therefore, derives its 
legitimacy from its ability 
to provide security to the 
citizenry.

“Political power is the 
right of making laws, 
with penalties of death 
and consequently all less 
penalties for the regulating 

and preserving of property 
and employing the force 
of the community in the 
execution of such laws and 
in defence of the common 
wealth from foreign injury, 
and all this only for the 
public good,” John Lock in 
the Two Treaties of Civil 
Government.

What is the state? It is a 
social institution founded 
on force. The absence of an 
institution with a right to use 
force, then you would have 
anarchy. Thus, the state is a 
human community with the 
monopoly of the legitimate 
use of physical force within a 
given territory. The moment 
the monopoly is lost then, 

Who Determines What Democracy is for Africa
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the state is no longer capable 
of delivering on its mandate.

Whereas globalization 
began its growth over 100 
years ago, the third world 
countries were hemmed in 
the global economy by SAPs 
(Structural Adjustment 
Programmes), rather than 
through the self-propelling 
power or rationality of 
the market’ (Rugumamu 
1991:4). Yet these countries 
are supposed to behave like 
the rich north that have been 
in the global economy for 
centuries.

In 1980, 21 African 
countries were categorized 
as LDCs (Less Developed 
Countries) and by 1995 
the figure had risen to 32 
as the human condition 
continued to deteriorate. 
SAPs were premised on the 
advice of deregulation of the 
economy, arguing African 
countries to rely on market 
forces.

The raison d’être for 
SAPs was to ‘correct 
macroeconomic imbalances’. 
The imbalances were a 
consequence of a litany of 
woes that culminated in the 
‘African crisis’ symbolised 
by growing indebtedness, 
slow rates of growth, due 
to falls in export earning, 
yet a growing import bill, 
deteriorating infrastructure, 
famine and Africa’s 
marginalization in the global 
economy, as its share of 
world trade continues to 

dwindle. Africa’s dismal 
economic growth was 
attributed to state control, 
thus the recommended 
reforms were centered on 
reducing the role of the state.

Ironically, it had been 
observed in 1976, that 
the ”African paradox was 
premised on the fact that 
while power and areas of 
activities of the state have 
grown, the African state 
continues to have little 
meaning as many people 
continue to operate outside 
of ambit,” Mamdani 1976.

The African leviathan grew 
along dictatorial lines, 
thanks to: the disruption of 

the evolution of the African 
state by colonization, 
the dictatorial nature of 
the colonial state, lack of 
preparedness of the African 
small elite to handle state 
craft at independence etc.

The 1981 World Bank 
report, “the wasted decade 
of the 1980’s, the bank 
argued that Africa’s poor 
economic performance 
was due to its alleged 
state-centered approach 
to development, on top of 
exogenous and structural 
factors. Some individuals 
don’t like blaming the 
colonialists for the weakness 
of the African state, could 
it be a curse from God? 

UPDF Doctors and Nurses that rendered support to COVID19 cases manage-
ment & treatment



2323A Call to duty for all compatriots to contribute towards Uganda’s Social economic transformation journey - www.mediacentre.go.ug

Celebrating the 36th NRM/A Victory  Day

Certainly God does not 
curse.

It should be noted that 
the African state has 
been characterized as an 
“overburdened institution” 
(Callagy and Raven hill, 
1993) a lame leviathan 
(Sand brook, 1990) and a 
vampire (Frimpong-Angah, 
1991).  The liberal agenda 
therefore was removal of 
distortions to the market 
caused by the intervention 
of the predatory state.

The Breton Wood sisters ie, 
the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank 
initiated liberalization 
process in general, its 

perception of the state 
in particular, was faulty, 
hence the consequences 
to vulnerable groups. 
Interestingly, when their 
medicine was applied 
on Greece and Spain, 
there were riots on those 
countries. The authoritarian 
rule in some countries 
coupled with the monetary 
adjustment package and 
consistent interferences 
undermined the growth 
of the African state. The 
use of aid to promote 
political change marked a 
substantial growth of donor 
intervention in reshaping the 
institutional framework of 
recipient countries.

Thus, while this pressure 
was intended to ‘encourage 

democratization and good 
governance’, it undermined 
‘economic restructuring’ 
as parallel government 
commissions and authorities 
was established. This created 
two governments within a 
government.

To make matters worse, as 
the African state was being 
demonized, the neo-liberals 
came up with civil society, 
which allegedly is distinct 
from the state and seen 
as a source of democratic 
values. In fact civil society 
organizations behave as if 
they are an alternative state; 
no wonder some of them are 
now an avenue for funding 
anti government activities.

It should be noted that civil 
society is a vague concept 

UPDF now has a construction unit
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that is poorly defined by 
those who seek to utilize 
it.  It is analytically vicious, 
empirically elusive and is 
more useful as an ideological 
tool than an answer to the 
common person’s needs. 
Scholars have argued that 
the raison d’être of civil 
society is to de-legitimize 
the state, which is the 
main locus of nationalist 
aspirations and resistance to 
the neo-liberal project, after 
all the state seen as alien 
by nature, so it does not 
‘represent’ the people.

Thus, civil society was 
created by the state in the 
metro pole to disguise its 
role and present the civil 
society as independent of 
the state.  Indeed Becham 
writes, “by pretending to be 
civil society’s best friend, 
and by allotting the state 
the role of the enemy of 
civil society, the neo-liberal 
project conceals its own 
massive use of state power, 
transnational or local, for the 
purpose of constructing a 
civil society according to its 
own image.” 

However, the 1997 World 
Bank report stated that 
without an effective state, 
sustainable development, 
both economic and social 
is impossible. The state 
is essential for putting 
in place the appropriate 
institutional foundations 
for market.  Government 
credibility is as important 
for attracting private 

by pretending to 
be civil society’s 
best friend, and 
by allotting the 
state the role of 

the enemy of civil 
society, the neo-
liberal project 

conceals its own 
massive use of 

state power, 
transnational 

or local, for 
the purpose of 

constructing a civil 
society according to 

its own image

investment as the content of 
the rules and policies.  Weak 
state institutions often 
compound the problem of 
under development.

It is not the size of the 
state but the quality that 
matters.  The quality of the 
state depends on the quality 
of the leaders.  That is; the 
output will be a reflection of 
the input.  You cannot have 
weak leaders building strong 
institutions.

Realistic democracy must 
be rooted in the making 
history and modernity of the 
African body politic.  The 
challenge, 
democracy is 
not only the 
origin of the 
current African 
state, but the 
deliberate 
destruction 
of the African 
political 
development 
by colonialism 
and other 
factors. 

Thus emphasis 
on democracy 
and good 
governance 
emerged with 
the collapse 
of the Eastern 
bloc.  Political 
conditionality 
as an aid 
regime 
principle 
was formally 

adopted by the EC 
Council of Ministers in 
1989, in the US, 1991 
document ‘Democracy and 
Governance 1991’.

While parliamentary 
democracy started in 
England in the 13th century, 
women were allowed to vote 
in 1929, after riots, even 
then there are still challenges 
like ballot papers not being 
enough in the last elections 
in UK.

Thus, the other challenge is 
the impatience both local 
and foreign exhibited in total 
disregard of the objective 

realities.

But what is 
democracy? 
Is it when the 
population takes 
part in running 
the country or 
it is when it is 
to the taste and 
satisfaction of 
the rich and 
strong nations? 
It is the right 
to be treated 
with respect, 
the right to 
live. “The true 
value of a 
human being 
is determined 
by the measure 
and the sense 
in which he 
has attained 
liberation from 
self,” Albert 
Einstein.
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By Andrew Mwenda

December 09 2021 
was anti-corruption 
day. Elites in 

media, academia, “civil 
society” and government 
were grandstanding in 
self-righteous indignation, 
condemning the government 
for doing little or nothing 
about it. Many were steeped 
in simplistic moral posturing 
that is routine and banal. 
Their arguments contribute 
little to our understanding 
of the challenge we face. 
Corruption has endured, 
especially in Africa. Our 
continent has had many 

changes of government over 
the last 60 years: Nigeria 
15, Ghana 13 etc. Every 
government has come to 
power promising to fight 
corruption. It has kept 
or left it being accused of 
corruption. Critics claim 
there is little or no political 
will to fight it. But when 
these critics have come to 
power, except for variations 
in detail, corruption has 
gotten worse.

President Yoweri Museveni 
came to power promising to 
fight graft. He is up to now 
still battling this pandemic 
of corruption. This is not 

a moral judgment on his 
leadership. I do not think 
he would (and can) govern 
Uganda without corruption. 
It is just a statement of fact. 
I believe many opposition 
politicians genuinely believe 
corruption can be defeated. 
However, if they came into 
power, they would be just as 
corrupt. I grew up reading 
about African politics. 
Accusations of corruption, 
tribalism and repression 
were the main reason behind 
every military coup, popular 
insurrection, electoral 
struggle, civil war and 
popular anger against every 
government.

Corruption can only be defeated 
through massive industrialization

President Museveni inspecting one of the industries in the Namanve Industrial Park in Kampala
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I joined journalism to 
contribute to the fight 
against these evils. I have 
spent the last 27 years of my 
journalism and intellectual 
career investigating and 
writing about corruption. 
I have published many 
investigative stories, 
academic papers and even 
a book on this subject. 
This humbled me with a 
degree of moral distance 
that is depressing but also 
illuminating.

I began by trying to 
understand governance 
strategies in Africa. But 
I needed to look beyond 
Africa to gain a broader 
perspective – and that is 
what philosophy demands. I 
delved into the governance 
strategies of rich and 
poor countries across 
time and space. I studied 
the history of Western 
countries when they were 

still poor, at the same level 
of per capita spending as 
our governments today. 
I discovered that I was 
thinking in a moral and 
ethical box handed to us 
by the modern state whose 
origins lie in the experience 
of rich Western countries 
but provide little or no 
reference to our reality.

There are many sources of 
legitimacy for governments. 
However, critical to the 
legitimacy of the modern 
state is the ability of the 
state to provide a large 
basket of public goods and 
services to all its citizens. 
This governance model 
requires high levels of social 
organisation and lots of 
money. Poor countries don’t 
have these two endowments 
to govern this way. So, 
they rely on cheaper and 
affordable strategies of 
governance – repression and 

patronage. 

Poor countries of 
today inherited the 
ethical and moral 
architecture of their 
governance from 
departing colonial 
powers and/or 
as copy and paste 
values based on “best 
practice” in rich 
Western countries. 
Yet reading the 
history of the West 
showed me that these 
ethical and moral 
values had not always 
been the basis of their 

governance. When still at 
the same level of per capita 
spending as us, the state did 
not provide a large basket of 
public goods and services 
to all citizens. Instead, 
governments in the West 
managed their societies 
using similar cheaper and 
affordable strategies of 
governance our leaders 
employ today – repression 
and patronage.

In fact, most of the practices 
we call corruption today 
were perfectly legal and 
ethical in all of Europe and 
North America at the turn 
of the 20th century. The 
current ethical and moral 
governance code of the 
West evolved out of the 
transformation from poor, 
agrarian societies into rich 
industrial nations. There 
were many factors that 
occasioned this change in 
governance strategies. But 

Campaign against corruption
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the most critical part was 
growth in state revenues. 
This gave the governments 
enough resources to buy 
legitimacy through the 
provision of a large basket of 
public goods and services. 
Poor countries adopted this 
architecture of governance. 
But they lack the financial 
and a developed social 
organisation to deliver on 
it. So, our nations are over 
developed in functions but 
under developed in capacity 
– their reach goes far beyond 
their grasp.

The consequence of 
this mismatch between 
ambitions and resources 
leads inevitably to 
corruption. Meagre 
resources are spread too 
thinly across a large territory 
that is sparsely populated. 
Then they are placed into 
the hands of myriad state 
employees with limited 
skills and oversight to do 
the job. Corruption and 
incompetence are inevitable 
byproducts of this effort.

Because financial and 
human resources available 
cannot deliver the large 
basket of public goods and 
services, governments find 
it cheaper (and affordable) 
to invest in buying-off elites 
in the different ethnic or 
religious communities with 
patronage. In exchange, 
these elites create a bridge 
between the state and their 
constituents. This forms the 
basis for the politicisation of 

ethnicity. Ambitious people 
make moral, cultural, and 
psychological appeals to 
identity to gain the following 
of particular constituencies, 
and leverage this following 
to gain positions of power 
and influence. And they 
sustain these through the 
distribution of material 
benefits to their constituents 
by indulging in activities that 
are largely corrupt.  At lower 
state levels of a teacher, 
a nurse or police officer, 
government wages are 
near or below subsistence. 
Government pretends to 
pay its employees and they 
also pretend to work for it. 
The lower cadres of the state 
keep in their official jobs 
because of the opportunities 
to earn extra income by 
exploiting their power. 
Without such a practice, 
public service would not 
attract many of its cadres and 
it would just wither away.

 At the top, corruption is the 
glue that holds the flabby 
and heterogenous coalition 
of powerful religious and 
ethnic elites together. 
Then below, corruption is 
the grease that turns the 
wheels of the state because 
public sector employees 
work in large part because 
their official incomes are 
supplemented by unofficial 
earnings through corruption.

Therefore, corruption is 
the way the system works 
not the way it fails. By 
adopting the ethics of a 
modern state at very low 
levels of public spending, we 
have criminalised the very 
governance strategies that 
allow our states to function. 
This conclusion is frustrating 
but realistic. It means that 
we need to see corruption 
not as a problem which we 
can solve but one we should 
manage.
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By Tony Geoffrey Owana

Thirty-six years since 
it took power, the 
NRM government 

has proposed a win-win 
situation in which Mailo-land 
owners will be paid off so that 
their hitherto permanently 
uncertain tenants become full 
owners of their turf of this 
crucial factor of livelihood.

Until the very day of his 
death on 15th June 2021, 
Prof. Kajabago ka Rusoke 
told whoever wanted to hear 

and others who did not, 
that Mailo is simply a linear 
measurement and must 

have no cultural or political 
appendages. Mailo was a 
colonial gift to every African 
chief who treacherously 
surrendered his people’s 
sovereignty to Great Britain.

Kajabago’s Word
Writing for the National 
Leadership Institute’s 
magazine, ‘The Nation-
Builder’ 15 years ago, this is 
what the late Kajabago ka 
Rusoke fearlessly states.
Confusion reigns over the 
term MAILO, which some 
have mistaken as having a 

Mailo Land tenure system must be resolved once 
and for all for development to take place in Uganda

One mile of land in 
Tooro or Busoga or 
Karamoja is as long 

and as big as one mile 
of land in Buganda 

and Kigezi.

President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni and the Kabaka of Buganda Ronald Muwenda Mutebi after their meeting at State 
House Nakasero in Kampala
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peculiar meaning in relation 
to land matters in Uganda. 
The truth is, however, 
that MAILO is simply an 
adulteration of the English 
unit of distance; the mile. 
One mile of land in Tooro 
or Busoga or Karamoja is as 
long and as big as one mile of 
land in Buganda and Kigezi. 
And all such miles are the 
same size, even if the land 
measured is in Great Britain, 
Tanzania or Alaska.

However, MAILO has other 
historical connotations and 
distortions that have been 
used to make it appear as 
though MAILO land is a 
matter deeply ingrained in 
Buganda’s ancient culture. 
It is not, which is why I 
henceforth cease to use 
MAILO in favour of MILE.

Land for Labour
This issue has caused 
disharmony between the 
Uganda Government 
and cultural leaders at 
Mengo. This mutual 
misunderstanding is about 
who should own this 
fundamental object of labour, 
which is land. 
In Uganda we have public 
land and mile (not mailo, 
please!) land. Public land is 
reserved for all Ugandans 
and is held by the state on 
behalf of all the people of 
Uganda. Mile land belongs 
to especially privileged 
individuals in a largely 
underprivileged community. 

In the history of the people 
who make up Uganda today, 

there had never been an 
economic culture in which a 
few possessed huge chunks 
of land on which they turned 
the majority into squatters. 
Even kings were only 
custodians of land on behalf 
of all subjects but not with 
his subjects becoming his 
tenants. How did Mile Land 
invade Uganda?

Kings and Prefects
It was Britain, which 
conquered all the 
nationalities here, which she 
put together as ‘Uganda’ and 
claimed it as British property. 
Britain wanted very cheap 
raw materials from Uganda 
to feed European industry. 
Then, British industrial 
products would be sold to 
Ugandans at exceedingly 
high prices. The entire land 
in Uganda hence belonged to 
Britain, with every Ugandan 
an ordinary British subject, 
whether king or serf. 
However, Britain cleverly 
decided not to harass these 
conquered kings and chiefs, 

but to make them agents of 
their colonizing mission. 
Britain turned them into 
‘political and economic 
prefects’ to subdue their own 
subjects and turn them into 
cheap labourers to produce 
raw materials for Britain. To 
maintain a façade of their 
now emasculated authority, 
while quietly dispossessing 
them and their subjects, the 
conquerors gave the original 
owners large parts of the 
stolen land as virtual bribes 
to remain silent. These vast 
tracts of land were classified 
as Mile Land, locally 
adulterated into MAILO, 
which I reject outright. 

irreversible Legacy
Our traditional rulers lost 
their sovereignty when they 
were turned into British 
subjects and agents of 
colonialism. The Buganda 
Agreement warns the Kabaka 
that if he did anything to 
annoy the Queen he would 
lose his right to sit on 
Buganda’s throne.

President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni having a chat with the late Kajabago Karusoke
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The emasculated monarchs 
and their senior chiefs were 
bribed with chunks of their 
own land to convert their 
formerly loyal subjects into 
humble British citizens, 
labouring for the Queen for 
peanuts.

After the British conquest, all 
land whether public or mile, 
belonged to Britain. When 
the British left, the incoming 
government of Uganda took 
over custody of all land, 
irrespective of whether it was 
public or mile. In this respect, 
it is the Uganda government 
only, which makes laws that 
govern land in the sovereign 
Republic of Uganda. 
This land is administered 
by elected district local 
governments under the 
central government.

No Political Kings
It must be repeatedly 
emphasized that no 
individual or community 
enjoys a status higher than 
sovereign Uganda. There are 
no autonomous states within 
Uganda. All that ended when 
the communities endorsed 
the British project which 
created Uganda. The Buganda 
Agreement itself stressed 
that Buganda and the rest 
of Uganda would be seen as 
equal parts of one whole. This 
is irreversible.
It must be made clear to 
all that none of Uganda’s 
traditional rulers presides 
over a political institution. 
Their councils are not 
political governments and the 

Constitution makes this clear. 
Any claims to territorial rights 
by traditional rulers must 
be seen as a declaration of 
secession. Failure to hammer 
this point home has given rise 
to these dangerous notions.

No Reverse Gear
A reversion to pre-colonial 
territorial claims would 
greatly harm even its own 
ignorant proponents. Even 
Gen.David Tinyefuza of 
Sembabule made this clear 
in his landmark speech to 
parliament when he warned; 
“I am speaking of those 
who are daily threatening 
to shed the blood of those 

I am speaking of those 
who are daily threatening 

to shed the blood of 
those fellow citizens 

they regard as foreigners 
or mere guests inside 
Uganda. They forget 
that Britain captured 
large chunks of land 

from traditional rulers 
who resisted colonial rule 

and gave that land to 
those who endorsed and 

actively supported the 
white invaders. 

fellow citizens they regard 
as foreigners or mere 
guests inside Uganda. They 
forget that Britain captured 
large chunks of land from 
traditional rulers who resisted 
colonial rule and gave that 
land to those who endorsed 
and actively supported the 
white invaders. 

Mawogola and Kabula 
belonged to Ankole while 
large tracts of Bunyoro 
went to Buganda. Even 
‘Kyankwanzi’ which in 
Runyoro means “an area of 
beads” traditionally belonged 
to the Bahima/Bahuma but is 
now in Buganda. What would 
happen if the original owners 
of the land which the British 
gave to their ‘prefects’ also 
began demanding its return, 
especially by threatening 
bloodshed?” He is called 
Gen. Sejusa today.

Cadres have a sacred duty 
to explain this crucial 
concept of land being a 
fundamental object of 
labour for all humanity. They 
must emphasise that linear 
measurements of land cannot 
be culture and that Uganda’s 
sovereignty as initiated by our 
mutual conquest by Britain 
is a bitter pill we must all 
swallow and forge ahead in a 
united and sovereign state.

That ends Kajabago ka 
Rusoke’s epistle on land in 
Uganda. You don’t have to 
agree with him but think 
about his postulation…
carefully. 
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The Founders of Pan Africanism Paved 
Way; it is Our Duty Carry Africa Forward 

By Stephen Asiimwe

Since 1986 when 
NRM captured power 
it has contributed 

tremendously to regional 
peace, security and stability. 
Uganda has supported 
South Africa from 
apartheid, contributed 
to peace in Liberia, 
Rwanda, Sudan and South 
Sudan and other parts of 
Africa demonstrating its 
credentials on African 
Unity and Pan Africanism. 
The 7th Pan African 
Congress was hosted by the 

Government of Uganda in 
Kampala-Uganda in 1994 
and a number of resolutions 
were made on security, 
refugees and total liberation 
of the African people from 
bondage of colonialism and 
imperialism. Therefore; 
as patriots it is our duty 
to focus on the young 
generation and remind 
them of our historical 
mission and mobilize 
communities for the tasks 
ahead. 

Pan Africanism is first 
and foremost about 

shared humanity, Africa 
has shared languages, 
culture, traditions, 
climate and trade. As 
Africans we have been 
subjects of colonization 
for over 80 years, to-date 
we are still struggling 
with neo-colonialism 
and imperialism. Pan 
Africanism as Savir Amin 
reminds us in his lectures 
should re-engage with 
ideas of social progress 
for our continent, we 
should not continue to be 
discussed in international 

Representatives of some of the independent African states who participated at the founding conference of the OAU in May 1963.
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fora as frontiers of market, 
experimentation by 
capitalism and agents of 
imperialism.

Today more than ever 
before, we are called upon 
to come to grips with the 
challenges of our time as 
we enter the decisive phase 
in the struggle for total 
emancipation economically 
and politically. Pan 
Africanism showed their 
profound depth of thought 
and rich quality of mind 
that we need to nurture 
among our generation of 
few “elites” in 21st century. 
From 1900 when Pan 
Africanism entered the 
political lexicon, there have 
been many revolutions 
that have made impact 
on many communities in 
the world. The Russian 
Bolshevik Revolution 
of 1917, which laid the 
foundation of socialism in 
Russia, and the Chinese 
Communist Revolution led 
by Chairman Mao Zedong 
which proclaimed the 
People’s Republic of China. 
The Chinese revolution was 
preceded by 5th Pan African 
Congress in Manchester 
England in 1945 in this 
congress the participants 
came armed with singular, 
righteous purpose, 
liberation from the yoke 
of colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. 

It’s absolutely essential for 

people of African descent 
to put a higher premium 
on the commemoration 
of the congress as it sets 
in motion, a process 
whose outcomes are no 
less revolutionary than 
the Russian and Chinese 
Revolutions. What sets 
apart the 5th Pan African 
Congress from the previous 
four (1900, 1914, 1918, 
1927), was that it was 
organized by a young 
activist, Pan Africanist who 
spread the message across 
the globe and inspired the 
likes of Kaunda, Azikiwe, 
Tom Mboya, Nyerere, 
Nkurumah and many 
others. Results of such 
activities were achieved 50 
years later with triumph 
against apartheid, signified 
by the election of Nelson 
Mandela as a President of 
South Africa, which marked 
the end of an epoch defined 
by the partitioning of Africa 
at the Berlin Conferences of 
1884 and 1886. 

Why the 1945 congress 
remains important in 

history is when it was 
officially opened at 
Charlton Town Hall was 
decorated with the flags of 
Ethiopia, Haiti and Liberia 
and no wonder the two 
African countries were not 
colonized. The officials 
were Dr. W.E.B Dubios 
and Peter Abrahams. Other 
notables were Obafemi 
Omolovio, T.R Makonen 
and Abdul Nasser. The 
Congress manifesto 
demanded the end of 
colonial rule and racial 
discrimination, carried 
forward the broad struggle 
against imperialism and 
advocated for human 
rights and equality of 
economic opportunity. 
Delegates resolved to 
return to their countries 
to lead the decolonization 
campaign. So determined 
and committed they were 
that within 12 years Kwame 
Nkurumah led Gold Coast 
(Ghana) to independence 
as Ghana’s founding father. 
Upon taking oath of 
office, Nkurumah uttered 
the famous words “The 
independence of Ghana 
will be meaningless 
unless it is linked with the 
total liberation of Africa”. 

So successful was the 
struggle that on 25th May 
1963 the organization of 
Africa Unity (Precursor 
to the African Union) was 
founded in Addis Ababa, 

As Nkurumah 
said forward 

ever backward 
never
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after the Casablanca group 
led by Nyerere agreed with 
the Monrovia group led by 
Nkurumah. 

If you read carefully 
the paper presented by 
President Yoweri Kaguta 
Museveni on 18th February 
2019 to the members of 
the Central Executive 
Committee of NRM, he 
talks about 10 strategic 
bottle necks that must 
be removed for Uganda 
and Africa to prosper. 
Number one on the list is 
ideological disorientation 
that is the wrong principles 
of ideology. Therefore it’s 
time for Africa to cross 
the boundaries of colonial 

memory and become 
an equal partner in the 
global scientific, social and 
cultural edifice. That entails 
initiating integrated vision 
in which leaders undertake 
concerted efforts and 
synergies of their resources 
towards a major economic 
facelift of the continent by 
harnessing the economic 
and moral strengths both 
within the continent and 
diaspora.

“As Nkurumah said 
forward ever backward 
never”.

“The writer is a Pan 
Africanist and Resident 
City Commissioner - 
Masaka City”

 Unite we must. 
Without necessarily 

sacrificing our 
sovereignties, big or 
small, we can here 

and now forge a 
political union based 

on defence, foreign 
affairs and diplomacy, 

and a common 
citizenship, an African 

currency, an African 
monetary zone, and 

an African central 
bank. We must unite 

in order to achieve the 
full liberation of our 

continent. 
Kwame Nkrumah’s

Kwame Nkurumah Ghana’s founding father
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By Obed K Katureebe

As we came close to 
the end of 2021, 
Uganda came 

under serious ADF terrorist 
attacks leading to death of 
some. There were at least 
four incidents of bomb 
attacks but thank God our 
security agencies swung 
into action and a number of 
these terrorists have been 
neutralized. 

The hunt for these ADF 
terrorists have been stretched 

beyond our borders and 
as we speak the Ugandan 
national defense force the 
UPDF together the DR 
Congo national force the 
FARDC are in Ituri and 
North  Kivu  provinces of 
eastern DR Congo hunting 
down the ADF terror outfit 
once and for all. So far news 
coming from the battlefront 
points to massive success. 
Many captives have been 
rescued and a number of 
terrorists have been killed in 
action. 

The ping pong games by 
these ADF terrorists have 
been on for some time and 
causing immense suffering to 
Ugandans. Many productive 
Ugandans have been killed 
by these rogues and until 
recently they seemed to have 
intensified their impunity 
with a false sense that they 
can put Uganda on its knees.

The good news now is that 
our regional allies especially 
the DR Congo have warmed 
up for joint operations 

ADF Terrorists Will Be Defeated 
Come Rain or Shine

ADF rebel leader Jamil Mukulu (in pink shirt) was captured in 2015 in Tanzania and is currently waiting trial
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to where these terrorists 
are hiding. Neighboring  
countries are cooperating 
well with us and the 
international allies who were 
reluctant to give Uganda a 
clean bill have since given 
us green light. Defeating 
terrorism requires both 
regional and international 
cooperation and now that 
Uganda has both we can only 
count days before we extinct 
these criminals.

Cooperation in such 
operations is so critical. 
Indeed, before the November 
2021 terror attack in Uganda, 
the UK government put 
out a terror alert for its 
citizens living  in Uganda 
detailing that they had 
credible information that 
terrorists linked to several 
groups were about to strike 
a number of areas across 
the country. This came to 
pass. However, it calls for 
more cooperation. ADF 
is no longer a rag tag rebel 
outfit in the jungles of DR 
Congo. It is now fully allied 
to international terrorist 
group of ISIS. Definitely, 
when ADF terrorist struck 
in the middle of  Kampala 
in November 2021, the ISIS  
publicly claimed victory over 
the operation.

Many thanks go to the 
Uganda Police Force and 
the sister security agencies 
on the job so far well done. 
Several terrorists cells across 

the country have been 
busted and a number of these 
terrorists have been nabbed 
and are assisting police in 
investigations. 

Some phony human rights 
organizations should be 
cautioned because they 
quite often derail such 
firm approaches to defeat 
terrorism. They are such 
annoying charlatans that 
unfortunately tend to find 
allies in some quarters both 
within political opposition 
and their funders in the 
outside world. For example, 
some have already begun 
castigating Uganda’s security 
agencies on its firmness in 
handling these criminals. 
Indeed while arresting some 
of these terrorists, especially 
those that attempted to risk 
the lives of the arresting 
officers and were put out 
of action. The noise from 
these charlatans is already 
out questioning our firmness 
while handling these 
terrorists. No country has 
defeated terrorism with kid 
gloves. Be it the USA, UK, 
FRANCE, CHINA etc. 
These countries have had to 
take strong decisive decisions 
to counter such criminals.

On 30th August 2021, 
terrorists were nipped as 
they attempted to bomb the 
biggest gathering of mourner 
as they were burying the 
remains of the gallant son of 
Uganda Lt. Gen. Paul Lokech 

in Pader in northern Uganda.

A one Abdul Katumba  a.k.a 
Ben  is in police custody and 
his partner in crime Hamid 
Nsubuga alias Younger who 
had escaped arrest in Kitgum  
was finally gunned down in 
Mpererwe as he attempted 
to run away from arrest. 
Security had cornered him 
while on another mission to 
kill a prominent politician.  

It is therefore sad to 
read in sections of the 
media in Uganda who 
recently reported that EU 
ambassadors accredited to 
Uganda were castigating 
Uganda security agencies 
on its firmness while 
arresting these terrorists. 
This was while meeting the 
Leader of Opposition Hon. 
Mathias Mpuuga where it 
was reported that they were 
bashing government on its 
firm approach to apprehend 
these thugs.  

The most unfortunate part is 
reading these envoys falling 
for the  opposition narratives 
and are now using their 
language like “abduction”. 
We do not abduct our people 
even when they are terror 
suspects. We arrest them and 
process them in courts of law 
and we do not need lectures 
in this regard.

 To our dear envoys, terrorists 
do not fall from mars. They 
are our local people who 
have been misled by other 
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people with various agendas. 
Quite often the misleaders 
are the intelligentia and 
political actors with heinous 
missions. It is no brain teaser 
therefore that some of the 
disgraced political opposition 
in Uganda are now claiming 
that the arrested were their 
political supporters just 
being framed because they 
supported them.

As government of Uganda 
we are firm and resolute to 
curtail terrorism in Uganda 
whether sponsored by 
whatever actors. No amount 
of  misleading statements 
and shenanigans  from any 
quarter  will derail us.  Our 

record talks for itself.  When 
we were liberating this 
country from the hands of 
dictators, we only relied 
on Ugandans who clearly 
understood our cause. 
After all, we know what 
some African countries are 
reaping from not taking firm 
decisions while handling 
terrorists.  

Quite saddening that some 
countries in West Africa are 
calling for help across the 
world and especially from 
Europe to end the rampaging 
terrorism in their countries. 
Terrorists seem to be having 
an upper hand there. We 
must now collectively as 

Africans handle this threat 
to reaffirm our territorial 
integrity. Short of that we can 
only prepare for the worst.           

Finally, as we celebrate the 
36th NRA/M Victory Day let 
us do it with great enthusiasm 
around the country knowing 
we are a winning nation . 
We remember the sacrifices 
made and everyone’s struggle 
to help our country get out of 
the claws of fascists. The day 
is to remind us of everyone 
involved. Of the hardships, 
sacrifices, and support 
from peace-loving nations 
worldwide for the common 
cause of our freedom.

UPDF jet Fighters after destroying the ADF rebel camps in the DR Congo during the December 2021 Operation Shujaa
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President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni commissioning Atiak Sugar Factory in Amuru District

Construction of Factories in Northern Uganda has 
enhanced Trade with the Neighboring Countries

By Dusman Okee

St. Mathew an ex 
tax collector in his 
testimony, Mathew 

13:14-16 clearly says: They 
have eyes but cannot see. 
Not that they cannot see, 
but because they choose 
not to hear and see, yet if 

they open up both their 
eyes and ears, they would 
help their mind to open-up 
as well, and understand. 
This is called ignorance, the 
founding disease of most 
of Africa’s backwardness 
and the subsequent under 
development 

This unfortunate disease 
has not only affected the 
people St. Mathew talked 
about- the peasants, but 
has equally eaten up in the 
cortex of what we think 
are intellectuals to the 
bone marrow. It is now a 
cancer of which the doctors 
would advise to cut off, that 
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affected part, to save the 
entire body.

The National Resistance 
Movement under the 
stewardship of General 
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
has always put it clear that, 
it will allow all the rights 
one can think of, even where 
they think they have the 
right to abuse those they 
don’t agree with politically, 
but it will never allow the 
right to ignorance. It is 
easy to rehabilitate people 
from many other traps 
and naivety, but extremely 
difficult to liberate people 
from ignorance. 

The road to empower 
Northern Uganda did 
not start recently as some 
may perceive. This path 
immediately rolled on, 

after the NRA takeover of 
government in 1985. The 
Kampala - Karuma-Gulu 
road was built under the 
gun fire from the Lord 
Resistance Army. A focused 
NRM government deployed 
the army to protect and 
fight the detractors, as the 
road construction was on 
going. When the guns finally 
silenced, the road was clear 
to serve the entire north. 
Today a journey which used 
to take one three to four 
days, to travel from Kitgum 
or Amuru to Kampala, now 
takes five to six hours. 

Next to the beautiful 
landscape as you travel up 
north, another man made 
feature has been added. The 
sight of nicely built power 
grid lines, all through to the 
north, shows that, Uganda is 

on the right path. The new, 
yet to be commissioned 
alternative wonder bridge 
to Karuma, that connects 
through the Murchison 
Falls, is another stand-
alone testimony. This is 
what perturbs St. Mathew. 
Choosing not to see! But 
the NRM government will 
not leave these “blind” 
(Muzibes) unattended to. 
Still walking sticks, with 
a guide will be provided 
and these self-blinded to 
be directed to the right 
destination- development. 

In the just concluded 
Presidential elections 2020, 
the NRM Presidential 
candidate swept the entire 
north which left political 
pundits in awe. The people 
of Northern Uganda did not 
find this a surprise, because 

Atiak Sugar Factory



3939A Call to duty for all compatriots to contribute towards Uganda’s Social economic transformation journey - www.mediacentre.go.ug

Celebrating the 36th NRM/A Victory  Day

of the tangible benefits 
despite the challenges of 
the 20 years of insurgency. 
With the poverty index 
showing Acholi sub region 
the poorest at 68%, today 
the NRM government has 
declared what you can call 
‘Operation, Kick Poverty out 
of the North.’

With the background of 
cotton growing in the 
north and the climatic 
conditions that favour it, 
government set up a cotton 
ginnery in Pader district 
(an epitome of the 20 year 
insurgency) that will see all 
the cotton activities of the 
entire country launched 
from this factory. With a 
target production of 3,500 
metric tonnes of seed, today 
it produces 960 metric 
tonnes, not withstanding 

the other advantages 
offered to farmers like 
free or affordable tractors, 
inspection and spray for 
quality output, plus an 
opportunity to inter-crop 
with other food crops for 
food security. An estimated 
160,000 households alone 
benefit in this initiative in 
Northern Uganda. A kilo 
of cotton now fetches UGX 
3000.

Last year, a group of 80 
youth in Pader who used 
to scout for politicians to 
“scavenge” were directly 
involved in this production. 
Today after dividends, their 
account stands at UGX 49m, 
yet they used to go around in 
offices asking for handouts 
and for UGX 60,000 to hire 
a pick-up truck to take them 

on a begging spree from 
politicians. 

In February 2020, while 
presiding over the launch 
of the Acholibur Parish 
Project (APP) in Northern 
Uganda, President Museveni 
said he was the happiest 
man to see that the church 
now doing production 
and commercialization 
evangelism. Spearheaded by 
the Archi-Bishop of Gulu 
Diocese His Grace John 
Baptist Odama, in the eight 
districts of Acholi sub region 
alone, the APP has targeted 
192,000 households to 
directly benefit from the sale 
of cassava cuttings. 

Through APP and NAADs 
government is processing 
UGX 2.9b is help more 
households through lead 

Karuma Hydro Electricity Dam
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farmers already identified 
by the APP and NAADs 
secretariat. Lango has also 
joined the project. 

The trickle down benefits 
of the cassava project are 
already felt with the set-up of 
Bukona Industry in Nwoya 
district which processes 
cassava into several products 
top among them alcoholic 
sanitizer that has helped 
to fight Covid-19 scourge. 
Ethanol has also been 
produced for cook stoves 
to supplement the ordinary 
gas stoves. Farmers from the 
region are now supplying dry 
cassava chips to the factory.

Nwoya district is becoming 
the cradle land of 
commercial farming. AK 
Purongo has become the 
centre of mechanization 
in the region. With the 
advantage of the flatland, 
combine harvesters given by 
Operation Wealth Creation 
(OWC) have been acquired 
to support farmers. The 
harvesters have helped to 
ease planting and post-
harvesting of rice, soya 
beans and maize. Most of 
these products are directly 
finding their ways into 
South Sudan, Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) 
and the Kenyan markets. 
Small holder farmers have 
now realized the importance 
of cooperative societies to 
gain from the advantage 
of bargain, marketing and 
production protection, 

through stabilized prices.

Delight Industries has 
also started on the fruit 
factory in the north where 
Development Initiative for 
Northern Uganda (DINU) 
has so far registered 2,000 
women farmer groups into 
mechanized fruit farming.

With Atiak sugar factory 
in Amuru in West Acholi, 
beneficiaries are from as far 
as Lamwo in East Acholi 
where 15,000 hectares have 
been opened up under the 
Ayuu Alali commercial 
sugarcane project. At this 
project over 10,000 people 
are both directly and 
indirectly employed. The 
Atiak main stream factory 
has 1,500 locals directly 
employed with 5,000 out 
growers expected to benefit. 
Lamwo plantation is now the 
main supplier of sugarcane to 
Atiak, because of the recent 
fire outbreaks in Atiak that 
affected the cane. 

The Animal Genetic 
Resource Centre 
(NAGRIC) has one of 
its strong holds in Achwa 
Ranch which sits on 132 
square miles of land in Pader 
and directly neighbours 
Gulu, Lamwo and Kitgum. 
NAGRIC has mainly 
two folds. To play a role 
in commercialization of 
animal breeding in Uganda 
and to handle animal 
genetic improvement and 
productivity. The aim of 

NAGRIC is to enhance 
animal production and 
productivity, in a sustainable 
and environmentally safe 
manner, for improved food 
and nutrition security, 
employment, widened 
export base and increased 
household incomes in the 
region. The impact will 
be improved household 
food and nutrition security 
and increased regional 
employment for youth and 
women.

The set up of zonal industrial 
parks met a yearning for 
development, each district 
struggled to give land for 
the industries to be set up. 
One is in West Nile and 
the other in Acholi, Pader. 
The power dams at Karuma 
Hydro Power project and 
the Achwa Power Projects 
both phase 1 and 2, only 
await commissioning. The 
road network in place and 
more roads are scheduled to 
be built, like the Rwekunye 
a - Puranga road that cuts 
through the central region, 
Lango and all the way to 
Achol. The main Gulu 
high way with a diversion 
at Karuma, one to West 
Nile while the other heads 
to Acholi, all the way to 
Southern Sudan, are a clear 
indication of development 
ahead. 

The writer is a Pan 
Africanist and Pader 
Industrial Park 
Ambassador
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Micro Scale irrigation Programme 
a game changer in Uganda’s Agriculture Sector

By Moses Kitunzi 

Agriculture is 
the single most 
important economic 

activity in Africa and 
in Uganda in fiscal year 
2020/2021, agriculture 
accounted for about 23.7% 
of GDP, and 31% of export 
earnings. The Uganda 
Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) 
estimates that about 70% 
of Uganda’s working 
population is employed in 
the agriculture sector.

Uganda like many other 
countries in Africa relies on 
rain fed agriculture 
which leaves 
the country 
at a high risk 
of erratic rain 
patterns and 
the extremes of 
climate change 
which further 
affects incomes, 
food security, 
unsustainable 
supply to 
agro-based 

industries and unsustainable 
supply to export markets.

According to Advocacy 
Coalition for 
Sustainable 
Agriculture, on 
average, 800,000 
hectares of crops 
are destroyed every 
year by climate 
related events. 
The 2008 drought 
alone resulted in 
damage to crops 
estimated at US$ 

800,000 
hectares of 
crops are 
destroyed 
every year 
by climate 

related 
events. 

Joshua Opanyi a modal farmer at Bukatabira small scale irrigation scheme in Mayuge district irrigates onions on his farm
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47 million while between 
2010 and 2013, damages 
and losses in the agriculture 
sector caused by rainfall 
deficit were estimated at 
US$ 907 million. In 2010, 
a study by the Office of the 
Prime Minister estimated a 
loss and damage of UGX 2.8 
trillion to the economy due 
to adverse effects of climate 
change.

To overcome this negative 
effect, Government through 
Ministry of Water and 
Environment (MWE), 
working with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Animal Industry 
and Fisheries (MAAIF) 
developed a national policy 
on irrigation whose goal 
is to ensure sustainable 
availability of water for 
irrigation and its efficient 
use for enhanced agricultural 
production and profitability 
that will contribute to good 
security and wealth creation.

The Government under 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and with support of World 
Bank through Uganda 
Intergovernmental Fiscal 
Transfer Program (UgIFT) 
rolled out a Micro Scale 
Irrigation programme for 
small holder farmers. This 
programme looks to cover 
up to 1.5 million irrigated 
hectares in the next two 
decades. Micro-scale 
irrigation is when a farmer 
irrigates a small plot. For 
example, a farmer can use a 

pump to take water from a 
nearby stream, and a hose to 
distribute the water in the 
plot.

The Micro-scale Irrigation 
Program will support 
farmers to purchase and 
use individual irrigation 
equipment. The Program 
supports farmers in 
purchasing the irrigation 

equipment through a 
matching grant scheme, 
in which the cost of the 
equipment is co-financed 
by the farmer and the 
government thus the 
farmer paying less of the 
full cost of the irrigation 
kit. Government will pay 
between 25% and 75% of the 
total cost of the irrigation 
equipment, but with a 
maximum contribution of 
UGX 7.2 million per acre. 
This means for example that 
if you want to irrigate 1 acre 
you may pay between UGX 
2 million and UGX 8 million 
depending on your farm 
situation and the irrigation 
equipment that you choose. 

Government will 
pay between 25% 

and 75% of the total 
cost of the irrigation 

equipment, but 
with a maximum 
contribution of 

UGX 7.2 million per 
acre. This means 

for example that 
if you want to 
irrigate 1 acre 
you may pay 

between UGX 
2 million and 

UGX 8 million 
depending 

on your farm 
situation and 
the irrigation 

equipment that 
you choose.
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The farmer will receive 
complementary services 
such as extension support 
in irrigated agriculture. 
Introduction of irrigation 
will help smallholder 
farmers grow crops all year. 
Farmers will be able to cope 
with dry spells, produce 
during the dry season, 
transition to higher value 
crops, such as horticultural 
crops and coffee, and hit the 
market when prices are more 
advantageous.

To benefit from this 
programme a farmer should 
have at least 2.5 acres of land 

with an all year round water 
source, have the capacity 
to pay part of the irrigation 
system, and is growing high 
value crops. The qualified 
farmer then completes the 
Expression of Interest form 
and gives it to the District 
or Sub-county Officer. After 
assessment if the farmer 
qualifies he/she signs an 
agreement to allow the 
district to ask for quotes 
from irrigation equipment 
suppliers on your behalf. 

The eligible districts for the 
first phase of the programme 
include; Amuru, Nyowa and 

Omoro in Nothern Uganda, 
Kibaale, Kyenjojo, Kyegegwa 
and Kitagwenda, Ibanda in 
Western Uganda, Bushenyi, 
Ntungamo, and Rukungiri 
in south Western Uganda, 
Kyotera, Rakai, Lwengo 
Masaka, Bukomansimbi, 
Kalungu, Mpigi, Butambala, 
Mubende, Sembabule, 
Mityana, Wakiso, Mukono 
and Kayunga, Buikwe 
in Buganda, Kamuli, 
Luuka,Iganga, Jinja, and 
Mayuge in Busoga Region. 
Thereafter the second phase 
of the programme will cover 
the rest of the country.

It is expected that by 
2023 between 6,000 and 
14,000 smallholder farmers 
across 40 districts will 
be able to benefit from 
the program. With the 
increasing exportation 
of agricultural produce, 
which requires sustainable 
supplies to be eligible to 
have a supply contract, 
the increasing agro based 
industries which require raw 
materials for production, 
the increasing population 
which requires food for 
consumption, the increasing 
need for food security as a 
country, there is no doubt 
that this programme will 
contribute highly to the 
industrialization efforts of 
the country and therefore 
taking the country to the 
middle income status.

Illigation helps farmers not to depend on weather parterns for production
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By Jossy Muhangi

At the official opening 
ceremony for the 
fifth Pearl of Africa 

Tourism Expo(POATE) in 
February 2020, the President 
of the African Tourism 
Board, Alain St. Ange, 
lauded Uganda for creating 
peace and stability but also 
challenged the African 
continent to rise up and tell 
its own positive story.

He observed that “Uganda 
has something that few 
countries in Africa can 

talk about – stability, 
safety,” emphasizing that 
such positive stories as 
this need to be told about 
Africa. “Our successes are 
not written about. This 
is something that Africa 
must do for Africa.” His 
message was a call to action 
for the public and private 
sector in equal measure 
to scale up marketing and 
promotion of Destination 
Uganda, employing modern 
marketing technologies to 
drive demand and stimulate 
travel, especially for domestic 
travelers.

St. Ange must have been 
inspired by the message 
from the Chief Executive 
Officer of Uganda Tourism 
Board(UTB), Ms. Lilly 
Ajarova that, “We have 
the richest and most 
diverse range of human, 
natural, cultural, religious, 
and historical attractions 
complemented by a 
warm tropical climate, 
warm people, great 
accommodations, and great 
food. The attractions are 
supported by significant 
investments in a good 
road network, sufficient 

Aggressive Marketing Will Fast Track 
Recovery of the Tourism Sector

Tourists on a Game drive in Lake Mburo National Park 
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electricity supply, better 
telecommunications 
networks and internet,” 
which consolidates the 
competitiveness of Uganda’s 
tourism industry. Although 
the tourism and hospitality 
industry was the hardest-
hit sector of Uganda’s 
economy by the COVID-19 
pandemic, Uganda Tourism 
Association (UTA) president 
Mr. Herbert Byaruhanga is 
optimistic that with several 
campaigns going on to attract 
domestic and international 
tourists, there are indicators 
that 2022 will be a pickup 
year where our businesses 
will begin to recover. 

“We need to ensure that 
infrastructure renovations 
are done, websites are 
rebuilt, the staff is retrained 
and retooled, our social 
media platforms send out 
the right message, acquire 
licenses, ensure compliance, 
and a lot of marketing done 
in the preferred tourist 
source markets, “asserts the 
tourism icon. He implores 
the government to allocate 
substantial resources to 
campaigns that market 
the country as a tourism 
destination. Potential 
travelers and consumers of 
the tourism services will 
make decisions based on the 
available information and 
thus the need for sustainable 
visibility of destination 
Uganda.

Prior to the devastating 

COVID-19 pandemic, 
tourism was the leading 
foreign exchange earner for 
Uganda earning US$1.6 
billion; 536,600 direct 
jobs; and 1,542,620 foreign 
visitors as of 2019. The 
Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife 
and Antiquities report in 
March 2021 indicated that 
the annual foreign exchange 
earnings had dropped 
by 73 percent to US$0.5 
billion;Foreign visitors 
dropped by 69.3 percent 
to 473,085;employment 
opportunities dropped by 70 
percent to 160,980. And as of 
June 2020, hotel occupancy 
rates dropped from an 
average of 58 percent to as 
low as 5 percent with over 
75 percent of hotel bookings 
(448,996) canceled causing 
a direct loss of US$ 320.8 
million, an equivalent of 
UGX 1.19 trillion

Responding to the crisis
Both the public and the 
private sector with assistance 
from development partners 

have supported interventions 
to help the tourism sector 
actors across the value chain, 
mitigate the adverse effects 
of the pandemic and prepare 
for the post-crisis recovery. 
The government for instance 
negotiated a 6 million Euro 
(25.5 billion shillings) loan 
from the European Union 
as a stimulus package to 
resuscitate. 

The stimulus package was 
channeled through the 
Uganda Development Bank 
(UDB) which would be 
topped up with another close 
to 40b/= provided by the 
bank. It is hoped that these 
funds have been accessed by 
the private tour operators 
to upgrade their facilities 
ready for resumption as the 
economy is fully reopened. 
However, Mr. Richard 
Kawere the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Uganda 
Tourism Association (UTA) 
is not happy with the sluggish 
disbursal of the UDB funds 
for the target beneficiaries. 

Climbing Lions in Queen Elizabeth National Park
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He says that as of July 2021, 
none of the association 
members had got the funds. 
The bank officials reported 
that by August 2021, twenty 
applications had been 
approved without disclosing 
who the beneficiaries were.

Those who have accessed 
the stimulus loans have 
since upgraded their 
businesses to comply with 
the Ministry of Health 
SOPs. This credit providing 
working capital for 2-5 years 

should have or will make 
a significant improvement 
as the country readies for 
increased visitation in the 
aftermath of the Covid-19 
Pandemic. Besides the 
government intervention, 
other development partners 
have supported the private 
tourism industry actors to 
build capacities in product 
development, design, and 
cost. The Private Sector 
Foundation Uganda (PSFU) 
secured support from the 
MasterCard Foundation 
to support Micro, Small, 

Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) in the tourism 
and hospitality industry. 
This intervention was 
implemented through 
The Covid -19 Economic 
Recovery and Resilience 
Response Program 
(CERRP) project. This 
project supported a number 
of MSMEs to mitigate 
the adverse effects of the 
pandemic through recovery 
and resilience support. 
For instance, a number of 
employees who had lost jobs 
due to financial constraints 

Nalubale Nile rafting Uganda
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regained employment 
while some more job 
opportunities were created 
especially and particularly 
for youth and women. The 
project has also focused on 
improved marketing and 
promotion using modern 
marketing technologies to 
drive demand and stimulate 
travel, especially for domestic 
travelers.

According to UTA, over 500 
individual members across 
the value chain, have been 
trained in thematic areas 
such as hospitality skills, 
digital marketing while 
a number of firms have 
accessed grants to boost their 
digital marketing platforms 
under the Covid-19 
Economic Recovery and 
Resilience Response Project 

funded by Master Card 
Foundation. More support 
has come from donors 
such as the Netherlands 
government, ENABEL, 
UNDP, GIZ, World Bank, 
and the European Union. 
Feedback from the tourism 
operations actors indicates 
that the sector performance 
improved between July-
August 2021 when foreign 
visitors undertook safaris 
booked in the previous 
year while domestic visitor 
numbers also shot up 
significantly in October to 
December climaxing in the 
festive season when most 
of the facilities especially in 
the national parks were fully 
booked and occupied.

With the full opening of the 
economy effective January 

this year, institutional 
capacity building for tourism 
value chain actors, upgrading 
of facilities, diversification of 
products such as the Karuma 
and Isimba power plant 
excursions, rising numbers 
of Covid-19 vaccinated 
populations, the year 
2022 should be a recovery 
period for the tourism and 
hospitality sector. Let all the 
compatriots tell the success 
story that consolidates 
Uganda’s position as a top 
tourism destination with 
the highest concentration 
of attractions over a smaller 
geographical area, where 
visitors get to see more for 
less, and there is something 
for everyone,” best value 
for money in the safest 
environment.
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Getting Uganda’s Coffee in UK Supermarkets!

By Josepha Jabo

On October 27, 2021 
the British High 
Commission in 

Kampala, the Uganda High 
Commission in London in 
conjunction with Uganda 
Coffee Development 
Authority (UCDA) 
organized the inaugural 
(first-ever) Specialty 
Arabica Coffee Cupping 
Competition at Sheraton 
Hotel in Kampala. I was 
invited as an influencer and 
I enjoyed a cappuccino 
during the event.

The afternoon event, which 

was held simultaneously 
in Kampala and London 
online, was hosted by NBS’s 
news anchor, Samson 
Kasumba. Several dignitaries 
were present at Sheraton 
Hotel including H.E. Kate 
Airey OBE, the current 
British High Commissioner 
to Uganda and Hon. 
Fred Bwino Kyakulaga, 
the Minister of State for 
Agriculture plus the media. 

Six Ugandan Arabica 
Coffee producers had been 
shortlisted as finalists: Bros 
Coffee Ltd, Great Lakes 
Coffee Ltd, Masha Quality 

Holdings, Zombo Cofeee, 
Kalaa Mugosi Women 
Empowerment Ltd and 
Funzo Coffee.

“We want the British to be 
aware of how good Ugandan 
coffee is! We (UK) are a 
tea drinking nation, but our 
market is changing. Demand 
is shifting towards high-end 
specialty coffee,” Airey said 
at the cupping competition.

“Coffee contributed 11% 
of total export earnings in 
Financial Year 2019/20 as 
per Bank of Uganda records, 
though it has contributed 
11-18% of total goods 

An innovative Ugandan Coffee Farmer sun drying his coffee
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Gett ing Uganda’s Coff ee in UK Supermarkets!

By Josepha Jabo

On October 27, 2021 
the British High 
Commission in 

Kampala, the Uganda High 
Commission in London in 
conjunction with Uganda 
Coff ee Development 
Authority (UCDA) 
organized the inaugural 
(fi rst-ever) Specialty 
Arabica Coff ee Cupping 
Competition at Sheraton 
Hotel in Kampala. I was 
invited as an infl uencer and 
I enjoyed a cappuccino 
during the event.

Th e aft ernoon event, which 

was held simultaneously 
in Kampala and London 
online, was hosted by NBS’s 
news anchor, Samson 
Kasumba. Several dignitaries 
were present at Sheraton 
Hotel including H.E. Kate 
Airey OBE, the current 
British High Commissioner 
to Uganda and Hon. 
Fred Bwino Kyakulaga, 
the Minister of State for 
Agriculture plus the media. 

Six Ugandan Arabica 
Coff ee producers had been 
shortlisted as fi nalists: Bros 
Coff ee Ltd, Great Lakes 
Coff ee Ltd, Masha Quality 

Holdings, Zombo Cofeee, 
Kalaa Mugosi Women 
Empowerment Ltd and 
Funzo Coff ee.

“We want the British to be 
aware of how good Ugandan 
coff ee is! We (UK) are a 
tea drinking nation, but our 
market is changing. Demand 
is shift ing towards high-end 
specialty coff ee,” Airey said 
at the cupping competition.

“Coff ee contributed 11% 
of total export earnings in 
Financial Year 2019/20 as 
per Bank of Uganda records, 
though it has contributed 
11-18% of total goods 

An innovative Ugandan Coff ee Farmer sun drying his coff ee

aware of how good Ugandan 

tea drinking nation, but our 
market is changing. Demand 
is shift ing towards high-end 
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exports in 
the last decade. In 
the Financial Year 2020/21, 
Uganda earned US ($) 
559.26 million from 6.1 
million 60-kilo bags. This 
is the highest total exports 
for any 12-months period. I 
have been reliably informed 
that we are on track to 
top this feat!” Bwino said, 
during his speech.

Bwino added that 
President Yoweri 
Museveni’s desire 
is, “Meeting 
the target of 
producing 20 
million 60kg 
bags of coffee 
by the year 
2025, through 
interventions 
such as this 
competition. 
His 
(Museveni’s) 
assent to 
the National 
Coffee Act 
2021 and 
his passion 
for value 
addition 
(Uganda 
has been 
exporting 
green 
coffee and 
a very small 
proportion of 
value-added 
coffee) are 
testimonies 

of the 
unwavering 

political will.”

The National Coffee Act 
Bwino was referring to, was 
assented to by President 
Museveni on August 13, 
2021. What this means is, 
that coffee farmers will have 
to be registered for free with 
UCDA and anyone involved 
in the coffee trade: pulping, 

buying, grading, roasting, 
brewing, storing and selling 
coffee in a coffee shop; must 
first be issued a license by 
UCDA. In addition, any 
farmer who fails to take 
‘good care’ or his or her 
coffee plantation will go to 
jail for two years! This new 
law is intended to ensure 
there are set standards in the 
Uganda’s coffee sector, so it 
can compete favorably on 
the global market.

The eventual winner of the 
cupping competition was 
Bros Coffee Ltd. The whole 
point of the competition 
was to help the winners 
get their coffee onto UK 
supermarkets. 

Tina Wamala, the British 
High Commission’s, 
Communications Officer, 
whom I spoke to in January 
2022,informed me that the 
British Coffee Association 
helped the six finalists, 
get the required market 
in the UK. Actually, the 
competition provided a 
platform for roasters in the 
UK to meet and agree, with 
the finalists of their choice, 
on pricing, packaging and 
coffee quality. 

Bros Coffee Ltd’s winning 
advantage, after the cupping 
competition, was that it won 
a branding revamp for its 
coffee brand and, towards 
the end of December 2021, 
this revamp was finalized. 
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Discussions with the British 
Coffee Association will soon 
commence, based on Bros 
Coffee Ltd’s new branding. 
So we should expect these 
Ugandan Arabica Coffee 
producer’s coffee on the UK 
supermarket shelves in the 
near future!

It is important to note that 
Ugandan entrepreneur 

Andrew Rugasira author 
of, ‘A Good African Story: 
How a Small Company Built 
a Global Coffee Brand’ was 
a trailblazer in this area 
because he managed to get 
his brand, Good African 
Coffee,on the supermarket 
shelves of Tesco,Waitrose 
and Sainsbury’s in the 
UK years ago. According 
to Wikipedia, ‘In 2003, 

he (Rugasira) founded 
Good African Coffee, the 
first African-owned coffee 
brand to be stocked in 
UK supermarkets and US 
retailers. He was Uganda 
Coffee Development 
Authority’s Ugandan 
Entrepreneur of the Year 
2007.’

According to Muwonge C. 

British High Commissioner to Uganda Kate Airey tasting Uganda Coffee at the UCDA coffee lab in Lugogo. This was during the 
launch of the  UG-UK Arabica coffee cupping  competition. Looking on (R) is UCDA MD Emmanuel Iyamulemye
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W. Magembe a Ugandan 
researcher, in his article 
titled, ‘When America 
Imposed Sanctions on Amin,’ 
published in Sunday Vision 
on December 12, 2021 
wrote, ‘It is pertinent to note 
that Uganda’s coffee exports 
to the US and other parts of 
the world constituted 93% 
of Uganda’s total export 
earnings in 1976. Among 
the top US companies that 
were purchasing Uganda’s 
coffee during Amin’s rule 

included Nestlé, Folger, 
General Foods, ACLI 
Sugar and Saks. The coffee 
earnings enabled Amin 
to purchase commercial 
planes for Uganda Airlines 
Corporation, constructed 
a 15-storey Uganda House 
in New York, expanded 
Entebbe International 
Airport, completed 
Uganda Commercial Bank 
Headquarters and Uganda 
House on Kampala Road, 
constructed the Mpoma 
Satellite, completed some 
hospitals like Gombe, 
purchased fighter jets and 
the presidential Gulf Stream 
II jet, among others.’

From the look of things, 
Uganda is returning to her 
glory days of coffee exports!

According to an article 
titled, ‘Italy Espresso Lovers 
Lift Uganda Coffee Exports 
to 30-Year High’ published 
by Bloomberg on October 
19, 2021, ‘Demand for 
Ugandan coffee in Italy, 
where espresso lovers 
abound, has helped increase 
the East African nation’s 
exports of the beans to the 
highest in at least 30 years. 
In August, Uganda overtook 
Vietnam to become the 
second-largest supplier 
of coffee to Italy for the 
first time this year, behind 
Brazil. Total shipments 
jumped 21% to 6.5 million 
60-kilogram bags in the 
year through September—

Uganda’s highest in three 
decades—about a third of 
that going to Italy European 
buyers increased uptake 
from growers including 
Uganda and India. “Uganda 
has been a surprise over 
the past couple of years, 
it’s a successful case of 
production, expansion and 
promotion,” said Carlos 
Mera, head of agricultural 
commodities markets 
analysis at Rabobank 
in London…Uganda is 
Africa’s biggest coffee 
exporter and the continent’s 
second-largest producer of 
the beans after Ethiopia. 
President Yoweri Museveni’s 
administration has overseen 
the planting of millions of 
new trees in recent years 
as part of plans to increase 
annual output to 20 million 
bags by 2030.’

To corroborate this the 
article, ‘Uganda Coffee 
Exports reach a New Record 
High,’ published in The 
Independent on October 
27, 2021 states, ‘Latest data 
from the Uganda Coffee 
Development Authority 
(UCDA) shows that farmers 
exported 6.49 million 60 
kg bags of coffee for the 
2020/21 season compared 
to 5.36 million 60kg bags in 
the 2019/2020 season. The 
farmers earned US$512.22 
million in the previous year.’

The Writer works for 
Uganda Media Centre
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Government in talks with Stakeholders to 
Revive the defunct Kilembe Mines

By David Muwonge

Wandering into 
recreation 
facilities in 

Kasese; rumba, soukous, 
kwassa kwassa, madiaba 
sounds bounce off all the 
four corners of the room. 
For years on end, the multi-
lingual district consisting 
of majorly; Bakonzo, 
Basongora, Banyabindi, 
Bakingwe, Bagabo, 
Banyagwaki has had great 
admiration for the melodies 
hailing from the neighboring 
Democratic Republic of 

Congo.

The attraction pinpointed 
to no particular fact may, 
however, be a case of ‘like 
poles attract,’ and culture 
marrying into economics 
or vice versa with copper 
at the intersection; this is 
how!  The catchy Congolese 
music pieced together 
by live instrumentation, 
which, more often than not, 
gets locals on their feet; is 
dominated by guitar sounds, 
whose strings by a large 
fraction comprise; copper. It 
should be noted that the 

mineral in the 1950s was a 
preserve of Kasese under 
Kilembe Mines.

Records show the brownish 
gem was Uganda’s third-
largest foreign exchange 
earner after coffee and 
cotton. At the peak of 
Kilembe mines, the 
mineral contributed thirty 
percent to Uganda’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP).
This impressive run was, 
however, cut short when 
copper prices slumped on a 
global scale in the 1970s. In 
light of this, Falconbridge 

The Vice President H.E Jessica Alupo during the inspection of Kilembe Mines and it’s assets in Kasese
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a Canadian Firm that was 
operating the facility folded.

This is according to Edwards 
Kato a retired Geologist 
who at the moment acts 
as the Kilembe Mines 
Board Chairman. “There 
were many challenges 
like price decline, poor 
government policies which 
made investors to take off 
and leave the mines in the 
hands of people who did not 
really have expertise,” Kato 
explained.

Close to thirty years since 
the hums of machinery 
at Kilembe Mines went 
soundless, the Government 
of Uganda is committing 
to revamp the Kilembe 
Mines. This was revealed by 
Vice President H.E Jessica 
Alupo during her recent 
visit to the Kilembe Mines, 
and its assets in Kasese, 
Western Uganda.  “Uganda 
is moving towards middle-
income status and one 
of the big pillars the 
Government is interested 
in is industrialization. We 
are talking about Kilembe 
Mines, which is an industry. 
I am here to find out how the 
stakeholders of the mines 
can work together with 
Government to revive the 
operations of the industry 
to full scale as it used to be,” 
Alupo said.

The Vice President added, 
“The Ministry of Energy 

and Mineral Development, 
within the shortest time 
- should advertise the 
expression of interest for 
an investor. Please let it be 
transparent. As government 
revamps the infrastructure, 
the investor will also be 
handling the exploration and 
mining.” 

Alupo, also disclosed that 
according to records from 
experts Kilembe contains 4.5 
million tons of ore deposits. 
It is also foreseen that more 
deposits will be discovered 
- at the exploration phase, 
a breakthrough, which will 
heighten the market value 
and fair value of the mines.

On the sidelines of the 
same function, Mr. Robert 
Mukiza the Director-
General Uganda Investment 
Authority (UIA) welcomed 
the revitalization of the 
defunct Kilemebe mines as 
a step in the right direction. 
Noting that, through 
industrialization, value 
addition on finished copper 
products and its advantages 
will be earned, at the hand 
of the soaring copper and 
cobalt global prices.

“Uganda is very blessed with 
raw materials, with minerals. 
I believe the next stage for 
the Government, is to say 
we have to industrialize our 
country. Let’s stop exporting 
jobs. Let us process our 
copper here, our cobalt here. 
Make the cables here, and 
export finished products,” an 
elated Mukiza said. 

Mukiza furthermore 
explained that: “The will of 
government is very clear; 
the Vice President herself 
has come here. So I believe 
- my assessment is - this is 
a fantastic resource. Cobalt 

The will of 
government is 

very clear; the Vice 
President herself 

has come here. 
So I believe - my 

assessment is - this is 
a fantastic resource. 
Cobalt prices now, 
a tonne is above $ 
56,000, and if you 

have 10,000 tonnes 
that is about $ 560 

million just from the 
cobalt.

As a precondition, 
Mukiza says for an 
investor to cut the 

grade he or she must 
also be able to process 

and export finished 
copper products.
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prices now, a tonne is above 
$ 56,000, and if you have 
10,000 tonnes that is about 
$ 560 million just from the 
cobalt.” As a precondition, 
Mukiza says for an investor 
to cut the grade he or she 
must also be able to process 
and export finished copper 
products.

Uganda Investment 
Authority (UIA) is mandated 
to initiate and support 
measures that enhance 
investment in Uganda. 
Besides, it is as well required 
to advise the Government 
on policies conducive for 
investment promotion 
and growth. Mainly, this is 
done through packaging 
and marketing investment 
opportunities to source 
markets here and abroad.

At the same function, 
Government pledged to 
restore Kyanjuki Bridge, 
repair Kilembe Mine 
Hospital and education 
institutions. These were 
demolished when River 
Nyamwamba burst its 
banks on July 15, 2021. 
“Government will 
reconstruct Kilembe Mines 
Hospital because we know 
it has been serving several 
people who still need help. 
There are plans to get funds 
and revive all those schools 
which were washed away by 
floods,” Alupo indicated.

Suffice to note, Kilembe 
Hospital, which was 
initially built to serve 
approximately 6,000 
employees, including foreign 
expatriates. It has since 
grown to serve residents 
near and far. Its restoration is 

expected to provide quality, 
essential and accessible 
health care services.

On the other 
hand,  Kyanjuki Bridge will 
not only bolster the mining 
industry as it is the gateway 
to the largest copper deposit, 
but also act as a transit 
route for tourists headed 
to Rwenzori’s highest peak, 
Margherita. Margherita is 
ranked the third highest 
summit in Africa after those 
of Mountain Kilimanjaro 
and Mountain Kenya.

The resumption of works at 
Kilembe Mines to full scale 
will not only re-establish the 
copper mining sector but 
will tickle the ripple effects 
that come with it in the form 
of tourism, trade, health, 
education to mention but a 
few in the community.  

The defunct Kilembe Mines
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 iCT and its Role in Enhancing 
Job Creation and Development in Uganda

By Michael Woira

The ICT and National 
Guidance Sector 
contributes directly 

and indirectly towards 
NDP II aspiration of 
Strengthening Uganda’s 
Competitiveness for 
Sustainable Wealth Creation, 
Employment and Inclusive 
Growth in line with 
NDP III objectives and 
interventions. The sector 
has been identified as one of 
the primary drivers that will 
help Government to achieve 

desired growth towards 
actualizing the middle-
income status. 

ICT has been instrumental 
in Uganda’s development, 
connecting communities and 
businesses at both the local 
and international levels. The 
enabling ICT policy has seen 
significant growth in areas 
of mobile communications, 
computer applications, 
information processing, 
storage and dissemination 
as well as financial inclusion 
using mobile telephony 

platforms, e-finance, global 
connectivity and online 
trade and all these have 
seriously contributed a 
lot to creation of jobs in 
the country. Actually, it is 
believed that most of the 
jobs in the services sector 
in Uganda are created 
by ICTs with about 40% 
being a contribution of the 
telecommunications sub-
sector alone.

For the past many years, 
Government has tried so 
much to digitize the country, 

President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni commissions Uganda’s first mobile phone and computer manufacturing and assembly 
factory in Namanve Industrial Park 
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and its efforts have been 
successful. ICT is one of 
the most viable and fastest-
growing sectors in the 
country; largely driven by 
telecommunication and of 
recent Uganda was ranked 
because of its roll out of ICT 
infrastructure by both the 
government and the private 
sector. It advanced five 
places in the International 
Telecommunication Union’s 
ICT Development Index, 
placing it twentieth in Africa 
and second within East 
Africa.

Technology has played a 
significant role with the 
changes caused by the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. It 
has changed definitions of 
workplaces, created new jobs 
and new ways of working 
and some jobs are no 
more. Today, more people 
work remotely than ever 
before, and the majority of 
them want to continue in 
a hybrid model of remote 
and in-person work. And 
employers’ new strategies 
are in alignment with the 
new expectations of the 
workforce. To prepare for 
the ‘new normal’, companies 
have redirected investments 
from bigger office spaces 
and on-site support to new 
technological solutions 
to allow for resilient, safe, 
and productive work 
environments and in this 
case many services have 
been taken online like 
booking for transportation 
like a boda boda, ordering 

have embraced ICT 
and automate business 
services and this has greatly 
improved service delivery, 
which has contributed to 
national development. 

Talking about Wealth 
Creation and Employment, 
the sector has contributed 
to job creation through 
ICT research, development 
and innovation; improved 
productivity as a result of 
the introduction of more 
efficient and secure business 
processes supported by 
ICTs, and marketing of 
excess inventories and 
supply chain optimization 
and revenue growth resulting 
from extended market 
coverage.

for food, both ready and 
fresh food from the market, 
meetings are now held 
online, we saw university 
students in Uganda study 
and graduate online etc.

The ICT sector has 
played a critical role in 
the advancement of the 
country, with gains covering 
the economic, social and 
cultural spectrum and this 
contribution stretches 
to other primary growth 
sectors like education, 
tourism, health, agriculture, 
and infrastructure.

By introducing improved 
legal, technical and 
regulatory environment, a 
good number of Ugandans 

Safe boda rider completes an on-line transaction after a trip
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Also, with the advent of 
emerging technologies 
including block chain, 
telemedicine, and cloud 
computing and robotics, 
there are so many 
opportunities for Ugandan 
ICT companies to expand 
both at home and abroad 
and currently a number of 
people are benefiting from 
the innovations. 

Through the Ministry 
of ICT and National 
Guidance, there has been 
an establishment of a 
240-seater BPO Incubation 
Centre on the 4th floor of 
Statistics House in Kampala. 
It is currently being run by 
a private company, Techno 
Brain Uganda Limited, 
employing a total of 240 
agents. Indirect employment 
has also been created in 
the various sectors of the 
economy through service 
providers like food vendors, 
security, transport, cleaning 
services, accommodation, 
etc. 

A total of 500 graduates were 
trained in BPO; some of 
whom have been absorbed in 
the BPO/ITES Sector. Some 
of these have now been 
promoted as supervisors, 
replacing foreign nationals 
who were employed at the 
start of operations at the 
Incubation Centre. National 
Information Technology 
Authority – Uganda 
(NITA-U) facilitated the 
creation of the Uganda 
BPO Association which 

currently has 48 registered 
companies, employing over 
4000 Ugandans which is a 
very great contribution since 
it is in line with the NDPIII 
theme of dealing with the 
issue of unemployment. 
The Government of Uganda, 
through Ministry of ICT 
and National Guidance 
constructed the National 
ICT Innovation Hub 
primarily to establish an 
environment for ICT 
innovators facing challenges 
of workspace and internet 
connectivity.

The innovation Hub is to 
provide systematic and 
sustainable support to 
national ICT innovators, 
promote ICT products, 
services and solutions for 
improved service delivery 
as part of a wider digital 
ecosystem, establish 
and operationalize ICT 
innovation parks and finally 
to promote local electronics 
manufacturing and assembly.
The aim of the innovation 
hubs is to promote local 
innovation, encourage 
relevant actors to share 
knowledge early on in the 
development process and 
foster cooperation. The 
hubs support networking 
among local stakeholders 
and create links to 
investors and international 
organizations and for some 
time the Ministry of ICT 
has been funding a number 
of innovations through the 
National ICT Initiatives 
Support Program(NIISP).

ICTs connect people to 
jobs. According to the World 
Bank blog published in 
2018, online employment 
marketplaces are helping 
an estimated 12 million 
people worldwide find 
work by connecting 
them with employers 
globally. The potential 
benefits of information 
and communication 
technologies (ICTs) to 
small- and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) are well 
known. ICTs enhance SME 
efficiency, reduce costs, and 
broaden market reach, both 
locally and globally. Since 
the SME sector plays a major 
role in national economies, 
these benefits to individual 
SMEs collectively translate 
into positive results in the 
form of job creation, revenue 
generation and overall 
country competitiveness

ICTs create opportunities, 
but also pose new challenges 
for workers and employers.  
By enabling new forms of 
work, ICT changes the 
structure of jobs, the way 
people develop their career, 
and the way they work.  
Many ICT-enabled jobs 
are temporary or contract-
based, for example, leading 
to a separation of work 
from social safety nets 
such as health insurance or 
pensions. But, for young 
people especially, they offer 
a way into more formal 
careers, as well as providing a 
supplementary income.
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Government is still committed 
to Fighting Malaria in Uganda

By Nanteza Sarah. K

In the last 36 years, the 
NRM government 
has registered stable 

progress in all sectors 
of the economy. In the 
health sector, Ugandans 
currently live healthier 
and longer lives. The 
number of children dying 
from preventable diseases 
significantly reduced. The 
NRM government believes 
that to achieve the total 

well-being of the nation, the 
citizens have to be healthy. 
This is achieved through 
better maternal healthcare, 
immunization programmes, 
campaigns against malaria 
and HIV/AIDS control.

The strategies put into 
health sector have seen 86% 
of the population access 
healthcare within a 5 km 
radius from their homes. 
The total number of health 
facilities today stand at 

6937, government owning 
3,133(45.16%), private for 
profit 2,976 (40.31%) and 
private not for profit 1,008 
(14.53%) according to the 
health ministry.

Controlling 
communicable Diseases: 
NRM has ensured 100% 
immunization against all 
the 13 preventable diseases. 
In October 2019, a total of 
19,241,348 children under 
15 years were vaccinated 
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against Measles-Rubella 
giving 106% coverage. In the 
course of Measles-Rubella 
vaccination, Oral Polio 
vaccination was undertaken 
and a total of 7,905,924 
children under 5 years 
were vaccinated giving 96% 
coverage. 

To ease the health workers’ 
work in carrying out 
immunization program; 657 
motorbikes were secured 
and distributed to districts 
and health facilities to help 
in transportation, 5,213 
obtained Vaccine Carriers 
and 1,115 cold boxes 
to districts to transport 
vaccines to health facilities 
and 1,604 Solar Direct 
Drive (SDDs) Fridges 
were procured to increase 
access to and utilization of 
immunization services at 
health facilities.

infrastructure 
development: 25 
government-owned general 
hospitals infrastructure have 
been enhanced through 
construction, rehabilitation 
and equipped with the 
necessary equipment such 
as beddings, mattresses, 
oxygen plants, ICU beds, 
ambulances and medicines. 
Some construction and 
rehabilitation are complete 
while others are ongoing. 
Among the completed 
hospitals are, 450 Bed 
Specialized Women & 
Neonatal hospital at Mulago, 

Equipping of hospitals 
and Health centres: 1,027 
patient beds and mattresses 
were acquired and dispersed 
to hospitals and HCIVs 
in addition to 7,000 beds 
and mattresses donated 
by Government of China. 
Procurement of more 
5,600 beds, is ongoing. 3 
National Referral Hospitals 
and 13 Regional Referral 
hospitals boast of 143 
Intensive Care Unit beds 
now. 104 ambulances were 
attained of which 38 was 
procured by Government 
under Covid-19 response. 
In addition to the 13 already 
existing oxygen plants in 
different hospitals, more 
7 were installed in four 
hospitals namely 4 in 
Mulago, 1 in Entebbe, 1 in 
Mbarara and 1 in Kayunga. 
450 oxygen cylinders and 
high flow systems were 
bought and given to health 
facilities.
Uganda now has a Regional 
Specialized Pediatric 
Surgical Hospital in 
Entebbe which offers free 
pediatric surgical care to 
children. It first of its kind 
and it started operations 
in April 2021. The hospital 
is deals in birth defects, 
urological and gynecological 
problems, and abnormalities 
in the gastrointestinal 
tract, illnesses of the bile 
duct, cleft lips and other 
pathologies of more general 
surgical relevance.

Kawempe, Kawolo Hospital, 
Kayunga, Yumbe, Kiruddu 
Hospital,Mityana, Nakaseke, 
Kiryandongo, Entebbe 
Grade B, Nebbi, Anaka, 
Iganga, Moyo and Moroto 
Regional Referral Hospital. 
And those whose renovation 
and rehabilitation still 
continuing include Lower 
Mulago Hospital whose 
works progress stand at 95%, 
Lira, Arua and Gulu.

Additionally, 500 staff 
housing units have been 
constructed in different 
hospitals and health centres 
to cater for health workers’ 
accommodation. These 
include the 26 twin staff 
houses erected using GAVI 
support in 15 districts and 
already occupied by health 
workers. The other 68 staff 
housing units are still under 
construction in Karamoja.

26 HCIVs have been 
renovated, the work 
included the construction 
of 10 Theatres, 16 Maternity 
Wards and Water Supply 
of 40,000 Littre Reservoir. 
The 26 HCIVs worked upon 
are Aboke, Aduku, Atiak, 
Budaka, Budondo, Bugono, 
Buvuma, Buyinja, Bwijanga, 
Kabuyanda, Kasanda, 
Kibuku, Kiganda, Kikamulo, 
Kitwe, Kiyunga, Kyantungo, 
Mwera, Mwizi, Nankoma, 
Ngoma, Ntenjeru-Kojja, 
Obongi, Padibe, Pakwach & 
Rubare.
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The facility has of 72 beds 
– 6 for intensive care and 
16 for sub-intensive care 
– 50 beds in the ward, one 
observation and stabilization 
ward, 6 outpatient clinics, 
a diagnostic centre, a 
laboratory for analysis, a 
blood bank, a pharmacy, 
canteen and a laundry area.

Malaria control and 
prevention: NRM 
government has made 
substantial development in 
the fight against malaria in 
the last decade. The malaria 
prevalence has significantly 
reduced from 42% in 2009 
to 19% in 2014 and now 
to 9.2% according to the 

Long Lasting Insecticide 
Treated Nets distribution 
have been carried out. The 
first was in 2013 and 2014 
where 22 million nets were 
distributed, the second in 
2017 with the distribution 
of 24 million and the third 
in 2020 with 27.4 million 
net distribution covering 
98% households. Besides 
mosquito net distribution, 
the health ministry has 
been conducting indoor 
residual spraying for the last 
five years. 4,938,64 people 
from 16 districts of eastern 
and Lango are protected 
from malaria since their 
homes were sprayed with 
insecticide. 

Malaria Indicator Survey, 
2018/19. 

Despite the above 
improvement, malaria is still 
a major concern but because 
it is the leading illness and 
cause of death. It accounts 
for over 30% of outpatient 
visits and 20% of hospital 
admissions in Uganda. 
Every person in Uganda is 
at a danger of malaria. It is 
therefore against the above 
that Government embarked 
on Universal Coverage 
Campaign for mosquito nets 
distribution.

So far three Universal 
Coverage Campaigns for 

Government has undertaken several measures to fight the spread of malaria including mosquito net distribution
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By Ssempa George

On January 30, 2020, 
Parliament approved 
the National 

Development Plan III for 
2020/2021 to 2024/2025 to 
expand household incomes 
and improve the quality of 
life for Ugandans through 
sustainable industrialization. 
Shortly before the Financial 
Year 2021/2022 budget 
allocation, government 
announced the launch of the 
Parish Development Model. 
Government is set to roll out 
the implementation of the 
Parish Development Model, 

the latest of attempts to turn 
around service delivery 
and alleviate poverty at the 
grassroots. 

Under this programme, 
development activities are 
planned for and executed 
in parishes, as the lowest 
level unit for planning and 
development. The intention 
is to bring services closer to 
the people and is intended 
to ultimately ensure the 
transformation of the 
subsistence households into 
the money economy. The 
initiative aims to spring the 
nearly 39% of households 

from subsistence economy to 
commercial production.

As opposed to previous 
interventions like 
Entandikwa, the Youth 
Livelihood Programmes 
and Uganda Women 
Entrepreneurship Programme 
that only focused on giving 
out money to interest groups, 
the Parish Development 
Model will look at different 
aspects of advancing 
household development. 

The model, which is expected 
to start this very year after 
all the various requirements 
have been put together, 

Government takes Planning and Development to 
Village level through the Parish Model initiative

The Minister of Finance Hon. Matia Kasaija meeting the Budget Committee of Parliament over the Parish Modle Innitiative
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encompasses seven pillars, 
including production, 
infrastructure and economic 
services, financial inclusion 
and social services. The 
others are community data 
(Community Information 
System), governance and 
administration, and mindset 
change.

According to the ministerial 
statement presented to 
Parliament, starting the next 
Financial Year 2022/2023, 
the amount of funds to be 
allocated to the parishes 
will be determined basing 
on the share of households 
in the subsistence economy 
and the poverty levels in the 
district. Special groups like 
women, youth and persons 
with disabilities (PWDs) will 
be given priority. 

The Ministry of Finance 
Planning and Economic 
Development also says that 
they are drawing lessons 
from the challenges that 
have dogged previous 
interventions including not 
being in sync with the needs 
of intended beneficiaries and 
the country’s industrialization 
and as well as high 
administrative costs.

In effect, if successfully 
implemented, the PDM will 
increase household incomes 
and improve quality of life 
of Ugandans resulting in a 
total transformation of the 
subsistence households 
into the money economy, 

significantly reducing poverty 
and vulnerability in the 
country.

According to the Uganda 
National Household 
Survey 2019/20, the 
number of people living in 
poverty increased from 6.7 

million in 2012/13 to 8.3 
million in 2019/20—with 
corresponding proportionate 
increase in poverty levels 
among urban residents, 
moreover the National Health 
Accounts, 2017, indicate 
that households’ Out-of-
Pocket expenditure on health 
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Tea

Rice

Cassava



6363A Call to duty for all compatriots to contribute towards Uganda’s Social economic transformation journey - www.mediacentre.go.ug

Celebrating the 36th NRM/A Victory  Day

constitutes 41 per cent of 
total health expenditure, 
way above the 20 per cent 
ceiling recommended for 
adequate household financial 
protection.

The Parish Development 
Model, through three of the 

seven pillars namely Social 
Services,  mindset change, 
community mobilization and 
cross cutting issues (such 
as gender, environment, 
disability) and parish based 
management information 
system, have the potential and 
are opportunities to, among 
other community level 
disease prevention and health 
promotional initiatives, also 
mobilize and pool financial 
resources at parish level to 
generate additional financial 
resources for health, cross-
subsidize and insulate 
households from catastrophic 
health expenditure. 

The Parish Model will 
prioritize commodities like 
coffee, cotton, cocoa, tea, 
cassava vegetable oils/oil 
palm, maize, rice, sugar cane, 
fish, diary beef, bananas, 
beans, avocado shea nut, 
cashew nuts and macadamia 
nuts.

The key difference between 
Parish Development Model 
and all the previous social 
empowerment interventions 
is that the Development 
Model system will be run and 
owned by the local residents. 
For a long time, residents 
in the informal settlements 
have complained of being 
left out of mainstream 
planning. Exclusivity is 
paramount in the success of 
the model. Through Ward 
Development Committees, 
local leaders will come up 

with customized projects to 
address specific challenges 
faced by the people in their 
settlements and this makes 
the model one of a kind that 
will help solve the problems 
of the people in their various 
committees because each 
community has their plans.

For example, in Kampala, 
the government expects 
to implement the PDM 
in Kampala by covering 
99 wards of the city’s five 
divisions, and will benefit 
4.5 million people that make 
a living in Kampala. The 
beneficiaries will be from the 
slums of Katanga, Katoogo, 
Namuwongo and Bwaise, 
who make up 60% of city 
dwellers.

Meanwhile, all those that 
will benefit from the model 
should be all aware that these 
funds are to be used for the 
implementation of the pillars 
that have been allocated in 
the national budget and will 
only be used according to 
the plans from the parish as 
clarified by the government, 
the funds will not be miss-
allocated or given to people 
who are not aiming at 
making sure that the model 
flourishes. Our job is to 
participate in such programs 
and help others to benefit 
from the same so that our 
country can get to where we 
want to get. It will take all our 
participation to get Uganda 
out of poverty.

Shea nut

Avocado

Macadamia nut

Maize

Cashew nut

Sugar Cane
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Uganda has already started testing the benefits 
of the oil discovery

Fishermen row next to an oil exploration site in Bulisa district.

By Namuddu Catherine

Uganda is getting 
closer to becoming 
one of Africa’s oil 

producing countries joining 
Libya which has 48.5 billion 
barrels worth of reserves, 
Algeria with 12.2 billion 
barrels, Nigeria with 37.1 

billion barrels, and Angola 
12.7 billion barrels. These 
four countries held 84.8% 
of Africa’s reserves. Some 
of the other countries with 
note worthy established oil 
resources are Egypt which 
has 3.9 billion barrels, South 
Sudan with 3.5 billion 

barrels. 

Other oil producing 
countries include Gabon, 
Equatorial Guinea, Republic 
of Congo, and Chad. Lately, 
a number of countries have 
been emerging including 
Uganda which has 6.5 
billion barrels of oil so 
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far, and Kenya, Tanzania, 
Mozambique and several 
other countries.

Petroleum exploration in 
Uganda dates back to the 
early 1920s, when oil seeps 
were first reported, but 
rigorous assessment work 
commenced in the 1980s. 
Aeromagnetic data in 1983 
confirmed the existence of 
various potential oil bearing 
basins in the Albertine 
Graben. This was followed 
by the enactment of the 
Petroleum Exploration and 
Production Act in 1985. This 
Act led to the licensing of 
international companies to 
undertake seismic surveys 
and drilling.

Fifteen years ago, Uganda 
finally discovered 
commercially viable oil 
deposits in the Albertine 
region, with various 
discoveries including 
Kingfisher, Mputa, Waraga, 
Nzizi, Kasamene, Kigogole, 
Nsoga, Wahrindi, Ngara, 
Ngege, Ngiri, Jobi-Rii, 
Gunya, all now under 
production licenses. 

Uganda is expected to 
produce 230,000 barrels 
of oil per day (at peak), 
which is expected to boost 
economic growth in the 
country and is also expected 
to be one of the drivers to 
the Middle Income Status. 
Commercial oil production 

is expected soon and 
construction of production 
and transportation 
infrastructure is underway. 

H.E Samia Suluhu Hassan 
the President of Tanzania 
was in Uganda on her 
maiden international visit 
as President, to witness the 
signing of three agreements: 
the Host Government 
Agreement, the Share 
Holders Agreement and the 
Tariff and Transportation 
agreement, for the East 
African Crude Oil Pipeline 
project (EACOP). The 
EACOP is a cross border 
pipeline from Hoima 
in Uganda to Tanga in 
Tanzania. The signing 
ceremony marked the 
official launch of Uganda’s 
oil and gas projects, which 
will enable the oil companies 
issue contracts for the 
construction of the required 
infrastructure.

The Albertine region, and 
specifically the areas where 
oil has been discovered, was 
historically underdeveloped. 
However, with the discovery 
of oil in this area, the 
region is already seeing 
benefits such as improved 
infrastructure (roads and 
an airport), employment 
opportunities and increased 
business opportunities. 
It is very crucial that the 
Government figures out 

how to encourage the 
participation of all Ugandans 
in the oil sector through the 
use of local labour, goods 
and services during oil and 
gas activities.

Ugandans should all be sure 
that once production starts, 
the revenues will enable 
our government to invest 
in massive infrastructural 
and social development 
throughout the country; this 
industry will be one of the 
most important contributors 
to the national treasury.

There are a number of 
developments which have 
already taken place since 
the discovery of oil in the 
Albertine region. The oil 
companies and government 
are acquiring the required 
land and compensating 
the affected persons; 
the environment impact 
assessment studies have 
been approved; and the 
engineering studies have 
also been undertaken. 

The Hoima-Kaiso-Tonya 
road, which connects 
Hoima, Kaiso and Tonya 
along the eastern shores 
of Lake Albert passes 
through Kabaale village, 
Buseruka sub-county, in 
Hoima District, where 
Uganda Oil Refinery was 
constructed. Because of the 
activities happening in the 
Albertine in preparations 
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for oil production, there 
is an increased economic 
activity in the area. Hoima 
town which is near Kabaale 
Township has been 
upgraded to city status, due 
to increased infrastructure to 
handle the new businesses 
and new residents. Land 
prices, rental rates and 
other real estate costs in 
the area have gone up in 
the recent past, as demand 
for real estate in the town 
and surrounding areas 
has increased. In terms of 
road construction, UNRA 
is currently supervising a 

total of 700kms of roads 
providing accessibility 
to the Albertine region, 
reducing travel times, and 
improving access to markets 
and services. According 
to UNRA 464Kms are 
under construction and 
completion is expected by 
early 2022. 

The Ministry of Lands, 
Housing and Urban 
Development has also 
helped a lot in increasing 
rural accessibility to markets 
and services, preparing 
selected key urban centres 
for growth, and providing 

economic infrastructure 
targeted to key sectors 
in the region. On the 
other hand, the Ministry 
of Education and Sports 
designed and upgraded 
business, technical and 
vocational education, and 
training institutions which 
provide internationally 
certified training in the oil 
and disciplines. Some of the 
institutions specializing in 
Gas and Oil studies include 
Uganda Petroleum Institute 
Kigumba (UPIK) and 
Uganda Technical College 
Kichwamba.

This is Masindi [Kisanja] - Park Junction & Tangi - Paraa - Buliisa road [159Km] project, now at 74%. 
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UPDF Should stay on the Lakes because we have 
seen the results

By Nandala Mukoota  

The president took a 
decision to deploy the 
UPDF on all major 

lakes when the fish industry 
was facing serious challenges 
of declining stocks. The 
processors in Uganda that 
export fish from these lakes 
had experienced turbulence, 
ranging from market swings 
to climatic fluctuations and 
environmental pressures. At 
one time there were over 20 
fish processing plants in the 
country mostly exporting 

Nile Perch fillets, but that 
number fell to just 5 in 2017 
after a dramatic decline in 
fish stocks. The fish exports 
dipped and something had to 
be done.

According to data from 
Central Bank at least 15,149 
tonnes of fish worth $118.6m 
(UGX 419b) last year as 
compared to 2,314 tonnes 
worth $146 m (UGX 518b) 
that were exported in the 
same period during the 
previous year of 2020. This 
can be explained by the 

rising waters, which last year 
reached their highest level 
since more than a century 
ago. Unusually deep waters 
have disrupted fishing 
practices and may have 
contributed to the mysterious 
die off of Nile perch last year, 
an occasional phenomenon 
believed to result from 
deoxygenation. Another 
factor that led to decline in 
fish exports is COVID-19. 
The virus created logistical 
challenges and reduced 
demand in major export 

President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni directed for Electronic tracking of all boats on Lake Victoria
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markets such as Spain and 
Italy. Fish exporters believe 
that with the right fish 
management, there’s a huge 
potential for Uganda. 

The most important thing 
is to eradicate or at least 
reduce bad fishing methods. 
The fishing gears must 
be manufactured within 
Uganda to give the specific 
size needed in the fish 
industry. Good thing is that 
most fishermen’s leaders 
are also supportive of the 
move because they have 
experienced the effects of 
declining fish stocks. The 
intervention of the army 
helped fish stocks to recover 
posting worth$ 146millions 
in 2020, according to Bank of 
Uganda fish exports.

According to Uganda Fish 
Export Association figures, 
fish factories employ over 
5,600 permanent workers. 

The entire fish value chain 
creates jobs for more than 
a million people, including 
fishermen, transporters, boat-
builders and those dealing in 
motorboats and petrolatum 
products. Government 
working with fish factories 
and with support for 
the European Union 
strengthened testing systems. 
A Belgian company known 
as Chemiphar was invited to 
set up a standard laboratory 
in Kampala which made the 
value of fish exports to rise 
tenfold. 

The demand for fish from 
neighboring countries 

According to data 
from Central 
Bank at least 

15,149 tonnes 
of fish worth$ 

118.6m (UGX 
419b) last year 
as compared to 

2,314 tonnes 
worth $ 146 m 

(UGX 518b) that 
were exported 

in the same 
period during the 
previous year of 

2020.

Illegal fishing on Lake Victoria endangers livelihoods and species 
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continues to rise. Countries 
like Democratic Republic of 
Congo, South Sudan, Kenya 
and as far as China- where 
the swim bladder, also known 
as fish maw thought to have 
medicinal properties. For 
good number of years the 
fish sector was ranked second 
biggest agriculture export 
earner after coffee in Uganda. 
This was as a result of high 
demand for fish in both the 
neighboring countries and 
on international market. 
This high demand brought 
about bad fishing practices 
in all our water lakes which 

Government put in place 
other measures to control the 
depletion of fish to cater for 
the high demand like policies 
and registration of actors in 
the fish industry.

Much as the army’s 
intervention is welcome, 
Government has to find 
a lasting solution to 
this challenge given the 
contribution of the fish 
industry to the economy. 
A new fisheries bill tabled 
in Parliament last year 
suggests creating a Chief 
Fishing Officer to oversee the 
sector, increasing penalties 
for illegal fishing and 
establishing a Para military 
surveillance unit, similar 
to the wildlife rangers that 
manage national parks.

Government encourages 
the growth of aquaculture 
and as part of the plan, the 
government is designing 
two ‘Aqua parks’ in Apac 
and Kalangala districts, 
which will house hatcheries, 
feed stores, nursing ponds 
and production units. The 
focus will be on tilapia and 
catfish, with capacity at each 
site producing over 40,000 
tonnes a year. These parks 
will be run as a public-private 
partnership and government 
is currently looking for an 
partners who can replicate 
models from Vietnam, 
Thailand and in Bangladesh.

led to bad fishing practices 
and eventually decline in fish 
stocks. 

Of course, there has been an 
outcry and condemnation of 
the army’s operations with 
allegations of mistreating the 
fishermen catching immature 
fish. It must be remembered, 
that the fisheries department 
officials together with 
marine police had totally 
failed to curb the bad fishing 
practices which compelled 
the president to resort to the 
army to restore sanity on 
Uganda’s lakes. 

UPDF Officers displays the captured illigle fishing nets and imature fish
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The Presidential Skilling the Girl Child initiative has 
given chance to under privileged Girls and Women 

By Violet. N. Kawuma

The African culture 
has for the longest 
disadvantaged 

the girl child from 
education, asset ownership 
and inheritance to job 
opportunities. It is for this 
reason that for a long time 
there were more boys in 
school than girls, the work 
place male dominated and 
certain positions were only 
kept for the male. 

According to Uganda Bureau 
of Statistics 2020, 50.71% 
of the total population is 
female which means there 
are more females than 
males in Uganda. Majority 

(77%) of the adult women 
in Uganda are in agriculture 
and the rest are young 
(NPA, 2015). The Ministry 
of Education and Sports 
Annual School Census 
2013-2016 shows that he 
enrolment of girls in tertiary 
institutions is 44.3% and 
44% in universities. This is 
big improvement compared 
to what it was in the past but 
more still needs to be done 
especially given the fact that 
girls are more than girls in 
population. 

Research has shown 
that if all women had a 
secondary education, there 
would be 49% fewer child 
deaths in low- and lower 

middle income countries. 
Furthermore, children of 
more educated mothers 
are more likely to receive 
vaccines, see a doctor if they 
are sick, receive rehydration 
if they have diarrhea, sleep 
under insecticide-treated 
nets, and benefit from other 
health-related practices. 
UNESCO also indicates 
that if all women completed 
primary education, maternal 
mortality would fall by 66%, 
saving the lives of 189,000 
women every year.

Given the above, it is 
important that Government 
gives priority to girl 
education going by the 
benefits explained. The 

The first cohort of over 8000 girls graduated from Presidential Initiative of skilling Girl Child, each gets UGX1m startup capital 
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Beneficiaries of the skilling the girl child initiative during one of their workshops

promotion of girls’ 
education has been on 
the agenda of the NRM 
Government since they 
came to power. In 2004, the 
Ministry of Education and 
Sports developed a National 
Strategy for Girls’ Education 
to harmonize its roles and 
activities; and those of 
its partners in educating 
Uganda’s vital human 
resource, the girl child.

The emphasis has been 
on girls’ education, 
both nationally and 
internationally, emphasis 
on the quality of education, 
promotion of science 
education, skilling Uganda 

and the persistent barriers 
to girls’ education, among 
others. Continuous revision 
has been intended to create 
a framework within which 
critical challenges such 
as gender-based violence, 
teenage pregnancies, and 
early marriages are decisively 
addressed. This has widened 
the coverage to all education 
sub-sectors, beyond primary 
and secondary sectors.

The Presidential Skilling 
the Girl Child Initiative 
started in 2017 has benefited 
over 75,000 girls trained 
in hands-on skills like 
tailoring, baking, shoe 
making, hairdressing to get 

them started on earning a 
living for themselves and 
their families. Each girl who 
graduates receives support of 
start up capital to get them 
started.

Another program that has 
benefited the girl child 
is the Youth Livelihood 
Program (YLP) under the 
Ministry of Gender, Labour 
and Social Development 
launched by the president in 
January 2014. The objective 
was to empower the youth 
to harness their socio-
economic potential and 
increase self-employment 
opportunities and income 
levels. 
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The program targets youth 
between the ages of 18-
30 who are drop-outs 
from schools and training 
institutions, youth who have 
not had the opportunity 
to attend formal education 
youth with disability, youth 
living with HIV/AIDS, 
youth who have completed 
secondary school or tertiary 
institutions (including 
University) but remain 
unemployed plus single 
parent youth who are mostly 
women/girls. By 2019, 
241,797 youth had benefited 
from the program out of 
which 46% were female. 

In 2015, the National 
Campaign on Adolescent 
Girls was launched with the 
sole purpose of highlighting 
the importance of investing 
more in the adolescent girl-
child. The 2013 Adolescent 
Girls Vulnerability Index 
showed that while all 
adolescents - both boys 
and girls are entitled to 

decent livelihoods, girls 
face disproportionate 
risks and distinctive 
consequences from the 
vulnerabilities experience. 
They had not received the 
attention they deserve 
but with this program, 
strides have been made, 
the investments designed 
aimed at combating attitudes 
and behaviors like child 
marriage, female genital 
mutilation and cutting, 
and sexual violence – that 
endanger girls to impede 
their empowerment and 
progress.

Another intentional aspect 
by the president over the 
years has been to position 
women at the helm of vital 
institutional leadership and 
give them responsibilities 
that were previously seen as 
men-led. This has instilled 
belief among young women 
and girls motivating many 
more to aim for such 
positioning. As the years 
have passed by we have seen 
many women appointed in 
positions cutting across all 
sectors with many delivering 
and being a disappointment.

Through the Ministry of 
Gender, Labour and Social 
Development, Government 
introduced the Uganda 
Women Entrepreneurship 
Programme to improve 
access to financial services 
for women and equipping 
them with skills for 
enterprise growth, value 
addition and the marketing 
of their products and 
services.

The above mentioned and 
so many other programs 
have catered for the girl 
child, the future looks 
bright for that girl child in 
the far off village with the 
trickle-down effectiveness. 
Picking a left from the 
president, all leaders and 
citizens in positions of 
change towards the girl child 
should work towards an 
equal environment for the 
girl child across all sectors 
for the development of our 
country. 

By 2019, 
241,797 youth 
had benefited 

from the program 
out of which 46% 

were female

Uganda Industrial Research Institute Skills Ugandans to produce and sell Ugandan 
products
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By J.R. Nanyonjo Mayega

According to the World 
Bank collection 
of development 

indicators of 2020, 
women make up 50.71% 
of the total population in 
Uganda. Gender equity 
and empowerment are 
fundamental values of the 
NRM Government. In an 
era of empowerment and 
activism for women, NRM 
continues to preach skilling 
the girl child, the point system 
in public higher institutions of 
learning, women participation 
in political spaces and 
Government projects to 
empower women. 

Women faced constraints 

like limited or no access to 
finance, deficient education, 
discrimination and cultural 
practices that kept women 
behind the curtain. If 
these challenges were not 
addressed, NRM’s efforts 
towards gender equality, 
human resource productivity 
and competitiveness were 
likely diminish. Many 
Government incentives 
have been established like 
Presidential skilling the Girl 
initiatives, 34.8 % Women 
Members of Parliament and 
Ministers, local councilors 
stand out because of the 
dynamics in Uganda’s society 
today. This has created and 
given room for women-
led organizations to grow 

and change the narrative in 
Uganda. 

In August 2019, President 
Yoweri Museveni launched 
Emyooga, an initiative aimed 
at job and wealth creation. 
One of the categories  set 
to benefit are women 
entrepreneurs as part of the 
strategy to transform 68% 
of Ugandan homesteads 
from subsistence to market-
oriented production. On 
January 30, 2020, Parliament 
approved NDP III for 
2020/2021 to 2024/2025 to 
expand household income 
through Parish Development 
Model (PDM). Currently, 
the political landscape in 
Uganda has women that have 
taken up positions of power 

The Emancipation of Women in Uganda is a 
Continuous Effort

Rt. Hon. Robinah Nabbanja - Prime Minister & Leader of Government Business in Parliament
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in the country at the decision 
making level ranging from 
Cabinet Ministers, Heads of 
Departments and Agencies 
and the civic space.  Notable 
examples include Hon. Dr. 
Specioza Wandera Kazibwe, 
Rt. Hon. Jessica Alupo, Rt. 
Hon. Rebecca Kadaga, Rt. 
Hon. Robinah Nabbanja, Col. 
Edith Nakalema, Hon. Dr. 
Monica Musenero and many 
others. 

Uganda Women’s Network 
(UWONET), an advocacy 
organization that exists to 
coordinate collective action 
for women’s rights and gender 
equality stakeholders for 
the attainment of gender 
equality and equity was 
created after the 1993 East 
African Women’s Conference 
held in Kampala, Uganda in 
preparation for the United 
Nations Fourth World 
Conference on Women in 
1995. This entity brings 
together women in Uganda 
with 4 thematic areas of 

economic justice and 
empowerment, rights and 
access to justice, leadership 
and democratic governance, 
institutional development and 
organisational strengthening. 
UWONET brings together 16 
women’s organisations and 9 
individual activists. 

Skilling the Girl Child 
Uganda is an initiative born 
in 2017 under the 2016-2021 
“Kisanja Hakuna Mchezo” 
term. This project enables 
underprivileged girls and 
women to acquire basic 
skills in tailoring, weaving, 
embroidery, knitting, shoe 
making, hair dressing, bakery 
and confectionery that lasts 
a period of six months. The 
project began with over 
700 girl-trainees at two of 
its facilities in Kampala and 
seven centres in the country; 
Nankulabye, Wandegeya, 
Katanga, Ntinda, Mutundwe 
and Luzira with more 
than 17,300 beneficiaries 
between 16-30 years and 

future plans to expand the 
initiative to other parts of 
the country. Preference is 
given to girls who dropped 
out of school, those who 
did not go to school, those 
without jobs and orphans. 
Beneficiaries are given 
starter packs and admission 
to a savings group (Uganda 
Empowered Young Women’s 
SACCO) to assist when it 
comes to “Entandikwa”. This 
Presidential initiative tackles 
unemployment rates amongst 
women and girls because of 
the opportunities presented 
to have businesses that are 
supported with equipment 
required.

Other initiatives like Uganda 
Women Entrepreneurship 
Programme (UWEP) aids 
women access to financial 
services and skills for 
entrepreneurship growth, 
value addition and marketing 
of goods and services. More 
than 120,000 and 10,000 
women projects have been 
funded at a repayment rate 
of 80% as of 2018. The 
programme is deliberate to 
empower Ugandan women 
for economic development. 
UWEP seeks to address the 
situation by enhancing the 
productive level of women 
in order to boost economic 
growth and wealth creation at 
the household level and can 
be achieved through skills 
strengthening, increased 
access to affordable credit and 
markets as well as improved 
technology. 

The number of women in business has increased tremendously 
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Uganda’s incredible Music Journey over the Years  

By Eddy Khan

They say music is 
food to the soul. It 
soothes unsettled 

minds and plays a significant 
role in transforming society. 
Uganda Media Centre 
catches up with one of 
Uganda’s music legends 
Moses Matovu of the 
popular long time music 
band, Afrigo Band to give 
us a preview of Uganda’s 
music industry. Moses 
Matovu has been in the 
music industry for over 45 
years and is currently a band 
leader at Afrigo Band. 

The History of Music in 
Uganda and Africa 

In Africa, the music 
recording industry started 
way back in 1907 with 
the first selling project in 
South Africa. In East Africa, 
recordings came in the 
1920’s with English and 
Hindi as the first imports. 
A few years later Her 
Majesty’s Voice (HMV), 
Columbia, Odeon, Pathe 
and Zonophone released the 
first local African music song 
in Swahili, Luganda and 
Somali.

Prior to commercial record 
companies, anthropologists 
and musicologists had 
recorded African Traditional 
music before World War 
I. The first recordings of 

East African traditional 
music were the German 
Carl Meinh of in 1902, then 
Hugh Tracey followed in 
1930’s and Gerhard Kubik in 
the 1960’s among others.

Ugandan recorded music 
started in 1929 with the 
British Odeon Label 
operating in the country. 
They recorded a variety of 
traditional music such as 
young Buganda singer’s 
party Nanyonga and a 
number of schools plus 
Catholic Church choirs. 
Uganda’s art and music 
recording industry has been 
in existence for over 80 
years. For a long time there 
were no proper structures 

Kabaka Ronald Muwenda Mutebi recognises Moses Matovu the Afrigo band leader
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and home grown talent to 
compete with countries like 
Nigeria and South Africa.

In 1956, Dr. George Von 
Opel a German opened 
a new pressing plant in 
Kampala recording under 
Tom Label which later 
closed in 1959 due to an 
imposed Buganda trade ban. 

After the ban, Ugandan 
recordings and manufacture 
took place mainly in Kenya 
throughout the 1960’s to the 
80’s. The Nairobi based East 
Africa Sound Studio Limited 
that was formed in the late 
40’s used to record Ugandan 
Music in Nsambya School 

Hall in Kampala. Radio 
Uganda studios recorded 
music for playing on air 
but not for commercial 
purposes. Later on, local 
record labels like Assan and 
Sons Ltd, Super Sounds 
headed by Edgar. H. Batte 
and Kasiwukira came to the 
scene.

Today there are numerous 
local record companies 
some of which have 
released productions that 
have competed and won 
international accolades. 
However, some of the 
existing record companies 
are still struggling and 
don’t meet international 

standards. 

In the early 1980s and 
1990s music in Uganda was 
dominated by Congolese 
music and Ugandans loved 
it. In fact to enter a night 
club, people first wanted to 
be sure Congolese music was 
on the play list. By then bars 
had machines like Jukebox, 
where one would drop in 
a coin to get music of their 
choice. Only adults were 
allowed to do this. Some of 
the earlier popular clubs in 
Kampala were Suzanna in 
Nankulabye, White Nile in 
Kibuye and Kampala Club 
which is the current Gunvor 
in Industrial Area. They only 

Members of the Afrigo Band
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operated over the weekend 
specifically Saturdays and 
Sundays and between 
2-8pm.  

Some of Uganda’s pioneer 
artistes are the Late Elly 
Wamala, Philly Bongole 
Lutaaya, Isreal Magembe, 
Margret Nakibuka, Hadijah 
Namale, Simon Katte 
Nsubuga, Christopher 
Sebadduka, Andrew 
Kyabadde, Fred Masagazi, 
Dan Mugula, Geoffrey 
Nsereko and Crane Band 
which is now Afrigo Band 
among others. 

In the late 1990s through 
the 2000s a new generation 

of artistes came up like 
Shanks Vivdee, Ragga 
Dee, Emperor Orlandoh, 
Menton Summer, Jose 
Chameleone, Bobi Wine, 
Bebe Cool, Iryn Namubiru, 
Juliana Kanyomozi, Mariam 
Ndagire, Angella Kalule, 
Radio and Weasel among 
others. As compared to the 
earlier music years where 
recording was so hectic 
and required one to have 
training in playing different 
instruments, today music 
production is computerized 
and it takes 1-2 hours for a 
song to be recorded. 

For a long time in Uganda, 
artistes weren’t taken 

seriously and nobody 
thought one would make 
a living from music. Music 
was for leisure and in fact 
children who showed talent 
and interest in music were 
regarded as spoilt and 
were forced to concentrate 
on their studies and stop 
wasting time on music. But 
with time this has changed. 
Music has been embraced 
and is used to educate 
the public through live 
performances and recorded 
work. It’s also a medium of 
creating public awareness on 
topical issues in the society. 
Causes like fight against 
HIV/AIDS, corruption, 
defilement, gender based 
and peace and security have 
been championed through 
music, dance and drama. 

Government has put several 
interventions in place to 
support the music industry. 
Parliament passed the Copy 
Rights Law to protect artists 
from piracy so that they can 
earn substantially from their 
work. Another intervention 
is exempting or reducing 
tax on music equipment 
brought into the country. 
As NRM is celebrating 36 
years of liberation and good 
governance, it’s in this year 
(2022) that Uganda’s best 
long serving Music band 
(Afrigo) celebrates its 47th 
existence while producing 
and performing quality 
Entertainment.
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The Ntinda-grade separated 
Interchange along the Northern

The Kalerwe interchange has opened 
up transport on the busy Kalerwe-
Gayaza road, reducing the traffic jam.

Construction 
of Northern 
Bypass almost 
complete
PHOTO CREDIT: 
NEW VISION
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The Nalya Interchange along the Northern Bypass which has 
roads leading to Nalya, Ntinda, Bweyogerere, Banda and Busega

The Kyebando interchange on Northern 
Bypass. UNRA and the contractor have 
also worked on the drainage in the area
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