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February 20, 2020
PRESS BRIEF BY HON THE MINISTER OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT, ON THE POLLUTION OF LAKE VICTORIA

Fellow Citizens and all people living in Uganda, I am here to present facts regarding articles and documentaries on pollution of Lake Victoria which have been running on National Newspapers and aired on National televisions.  The articles I am referring to are:

· An article on “Lake Victoria is dying” which appeared in the New Vision of January 22, 2020. 

· An article on ‘Scientist discover Killer Chemicals in Lake Victoria’ that appeared in the Daily Monitor of February 17, 2020.

· An article on ‘The Price we pay for poisoning L.Victoria’ which was run in the Daily Monitor of February 18, 2020 and

· An article in the Daily Monitor of February 19, 2020 which says ‘Lake Victoria pollution:  Act now or never, experts urge government’.

All articles concluded that Lake Victoria water and fish are polluted with high levels of Lead, Cadmium, Chromium, Zinc, Iron, Copper, Arsenic, Aluminium and phosphorus, which are dangerous for human life.   The Daily Monitor of February 19, 2020 also accused government of doing nothing about the pollution.

1.0
Shortcomings of the Research

· Data is not representative

Lake Victoria is one of the most studied lakes in Africa with over 200 publications made over the past 5 decades. A study of only 3 months, 52 samples and only 28 locations from two countries is not representative enough to draw such drastic conclusions.
· Biased sampling

In Uganda, water and sediment samples were taken from Nakivubo channel and source of the Nile in Jinja while only 5 fish samples were taken from Ggaba and Masese landing sites.  Even the poor in Kampala do not drink water directly from Nakivubo channel.
· Rudimentary methods of analysis

In the documentary aired, some of the methods used for analysis are rudimentary and obsolete.
· Conclusions based on Lake water

Conclusions on safety of water for drinking are based on lake water samples and not treated water from taps or water from improved water sources.
· POCs are persistent in the Environment

The pesticides detected in the lake water and sediment samples belong to the group of Persistent Organic Carbons (POCs). These compounds take decades to degrade and are transported over long distances from point of application.  Their presence in the lake therefore, does not mean recent or current use in Uganda.
2.0
The Facts

Pollution is a global problem and is aggravated by climate change. Pollution threats to the lake are a reality due to pressures from population growth, urbanization, industrialization, lack of adequate waste disposal facilities,  discharge of untreated or partially treated municipal and industrial wastewater, inadequate systems for storm water treatment, increase in fertiliser and pesticide application in the catchment, settlement and cultivation on the lake shoreline and wetlands, lack of compliance to environmental laws, destruction of riparian wetlands and forests and poor physical planning in the lake basin.

Lake Victoria Fish is safe

The fishery industry in Uganda is closely regulated and monitored on monthly basis by the industry and Directorate of Fisheries Department. No data so far obtained over the last 4 years indicated poor quality of fish in any form from Lake Victoria or any other lake from Uganda.  The assertion from the NTV and the Daily Monitor that fish from L. Victoria in not safe is grossly false. 

Tap water in Kampala is safe

Drinking water in Kampala is treated by the three water plants of the Gaba complex.  The three treatment plants use 
· Pre-chlorination]

· Coagulation-flocculation
· Static decanting 

· Slow sand filtration and Final disinfection with chlorine. 
Water from Lake Victoria is therefore, thoroughly treated before it is supplied to residents of Kampala and some parts of Mukono and Wakiso.

3.0
Government Interventions
· Provision of Safe Drinking water and Sanitation to the People of Uganda

Government through the Ministry of Water and Environment is committed to supplying safe drinking water to the people of Uganda in both Urban and rural areas. Recently, His Excellency directed that the Ministry should reach each village in Uganda with at least one (1) piped water system.  National water coverage stood at 69% in rural areas and 79.1% in urban areas as of June 2019 and access to rural sanitation was 77.2%.
· Wastewater treatment in Urban Centres

NWSC operates a conventional sewerage treatment plant at Bugolobi and Faecal sludge treatment plant at Lubigi for Kampala city and Jinja and several non-conventional wastewater treatment systems other parts of the country. These treatment plants remove all major pollutants in wastewater before discharge into the lake through wetlands for final purification.

· Enforcement of Relevant Environmental Laws and Regulations 

The Ministry of Water and Environment through the relevant departments and Agencies is directly responsible for management of pollution into the lake backed by relevant policies, laws and regulations.  The polluter pays principle is applied through issuance of various permits and licences.

(i) Waste water discharge Permits 

Wastewater discharge permits are issued to NWSC and town councils for discharge of effluent from wastewater treatment plants and to industries that produce wastewater.

(ii)  Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs)

Development projects that would have potential negative impact on the environment carry out EIAs that are approved by NEMA.

(iii) Joint Monitoring of Pollution in Kampala

Joint monitoring of pollution is carried out by the Kampala Pollution Task Force (KPTF). The KPTF was formed to among other activities; jointly engage the public and private sector regarding legal provisions and regulations on, waste and catchment management. KPTF conducts joint assessments on industrial wastewater and disseminates the pollution monitoring information to the public and private sector.  

(iv) Joint Monitoring of Drinking Water in Kampala Metropolitan

Another technical committee comprising of Water Quality experts from relevant government institutions and World Health Organization office in Kampala has been carrying out quarterly spot checks of drinking water quality at various locations in Kampala Metropolitan and analyzing samples in different government laboratories including the National Water Quality Reference laboratory of the Ministry of Water and Environment at Entebbe.  The findings consistently indicate tap water in Kampala is safe for drinking with respect to coliform bacteria and chemical substances that can cause harm to human health.  The six trace metals analysed routinely include Lead, Cadmium, Arsenic, Chromium, Mercury and Aluminium and all results have been within acceptable levels of the National drinking (potable) water standard and WHO guidelines.
· Implementation of Pollution Control Projects 

Several projects for management of pollution into the lake have been implemented, are ongoing or in the pipeline.
(i) Lake Victoria Environment Management Project (LVEMP), phases I & II 

LVEMP was a regional program managed jointly by the LVBC and the five EAC Partner States from 1995 - 2016. Phase II of this project focused on ‘Point Source Pollution Control and Prevention’.  Through this project, the wastewater plant at Bugolobi was upgraded to improve its capacity and efficiency for management of municipal waste and storm water.  The project also worked with industries to promote Cleaner Production Technologies in industries.

(ii) Lake Victoria Water and Sanitation Initiative (LVWATSAN) Phase II 

This was a program coordinated by LVBC in the five countries of EAC. It had 5 different components for supply of safe water, waste water treatment, solid waste management, storm water evacuation and capacity building in 10 cities and towns around Lake Victoria.

(iii)  Switch Africa Green project

This was a project on ‘Demand –side management of Water Use in Micro, Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (MSMEs) in Uganda.  It was implemented in several towns including Kampala city.  The project improved water productivity, reduced wastage of raw materials thereby improving wastewater quality and environmental compliance by industries that participated in the project.

(iv) Inner Murchison Bay Clean-up project

This is an on-going government of Uganda funded project specifically formulated to address increasing pollution into the Inner Murchison Bay of Lake Victoria.  Key activities include restoration of wetlands around the bay, feasibility studies on options for treatment of storm water from Kampala city, feasibility studies on dredging of contaminated sediments from the bay, enhancing wastewater regulation and monitoring and development of relevant infrastructure for pollution management.

(v) Lake Victoria Basin Integrated Water Resources Management

One of the main objectives of this program which will be launched in April 2020 is to improve water quality by reducing untreated effluents into the Lake Victoria through targeted infrastructure investments in wastewater and solid waste management.

· Restoration of Wetlands

Land titles in wetlands in Kampala have been cancelled and wetland demarcation has been done. Evictions in wetlands like Lubigi have already been executed.
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