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MINISTRY OF TOURISM, WILDLIFE AND ANTIQUITIES
PRESS STATEMENT ON AFRICAN PRIMATOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 2019 IN UGANDA
INTRODUCTION 

Uganda will host the second congress of African Primatological Society (APS) from 2nd to 5th September 2019 at Imperial Botanical Beach Hotel, Entebbe.
The conference will bring together scientists, researchers and primate experts to discuss pressing issues relating to primate conservation and protection. The theme for APS 2019 is “Primate Conservation in Africa: Challenges and Opportunities” with a focus on policy, practice and sustainability.
UGANDA PRIMATE CAPITAL OF THE WORLD: THE PEARL OF AFRICA 

Uganda boasts of a rich and diverse wildlife heritage owing to its unique   location at the zone of overlap between the savannah of East Africa and the rainforests of West Africa. The country is distinctly blessed with spectacular landscapes of unrivalled beauty ranging from the great rift valleys to lake basins, rolling plains, tropical forests, vast savannahs to permanently snowcapped mountains. The numerous landforms and habitats support rich and varied wildlife species and communities.

In terms of primate richness, Uganda is host to 53.9% of the world’s remaining population of Mountain gorillas, and 8% of the global mammal diversity (which is 39% of Africa’s mammal richness). 

Uganda has 15 species of primates of which four of them are endangered, the mountain gorilla, chimpanzee, red colobus monkey and golden monkey. Building African leadership in primatology through networking with other African primatologists across the continent, and providing opportunities to give scientific  presentations among peers, will significantly help to address the threats to primates because many of them will eventually become decision and policy makers who determine the future of primate conservation strategies in Uganda and the African continent as a whole
Besides the rich primate diversity, we also have 19% of Africa’s Amphibian species richness, 14% of Africa’s reptile species richness and 1,249 recorded species of butterflies. The rich wildlife endowment is the number one competitive edge to develop Uganda into a top tourism destination in Africa.

Uganda’s rich wildlife biodiversity has been conserved through a robust policy and legal framework ushered in by the NRM Government in 1986 including through establishment of a network of wildlife Protected Areas covering about 10% of the country’s total land surface. These include 10 National Parks, 12 Wildlife Reserves, 10 Wildlife Sanctuaries and 5 Community Wildlife Areas.
POPULATION OF PRIMATES AND OTHER WILDLIFE IS INCREASING 

Due to enhanced integrity of the Protected Areas, arising from political stability and associated sustainable security, there has been general increase in wildlife populations.  Mountain Gorillas in Bwindi alone have increased from only 298 in 1993 to over 400 by 2018; Chimpanzees have increased from 4,950 in 2003 to 5000 in 2017.  Besides primates other wildlife population is also increasing. For example, Buffalos have increased from 25,000 in 1982 to now 36,953; Uganda kob has increased from 40,000 in 1982 to 77,759 surpassing the post independence populations of 60,000 kobs. 
TOURISM IS A DRIVER TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION 

Tourism, and particularly nature tourism is important to Uganda’s economy, employing many thousands of people. Tourism is now the leading foreign exchange earner for Uganda, bringing in US$ 1.45 billion (23.5% of the total exports) annually. Tourism is an important contributor to Uganda’s GDP. For example, in 2018 the contribution of which is largely wildlife-based was Ushs 7. 27 trillion (9.0% of GDP) .The tourism sector provides 1.173 million jobs in Uganda (7.8% of total employment). 

THE SECOND PAN AFRICAN PRIMATOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 

The second African primatological Society Conference  will be held from 2nd to 6th September 2019  under the theme “Primate Conservation in Africa: Challenges and Opportunities” with a focus on policy, practice and sustainability. 
The main aim of the  second African Primatological Society conference is to  strengthen the group’s position to serve as a platform for knowledge and experience sharing amongst researchers, conservationists, education practitioners, donors and decision makers across the African continent towards the effective conservation of African primates.
The theme of the conference makes us reflect on the threats facing primate conservation in Africa.  An estimated 60% of all primate species are threatened with extinction as a result of human activity. The main threats to primate are habitat destruction, poaching, bush meat trade, illegal pet trade and disease. All Great Apes are endangered or critically endangered and are also particularly at risk from human related diseases due to their close genetic relatedness to people. A concerted effort is needed to address these threats, through increasing the level of involvement and commitment from stakeholders.
There is therefore no doubt that the congress is relevant to the interest of protecting critically endangered and endangered primates and of preserving primate diversity in their natural habitat. This will be achieved by promoting primate research and improving the conservation of African primates by encouraging greater involvement and leadership of African primatologists.
To enhance conservation of Uganda’s primates we have instituted a number of measures including: 
(a) Involvement of local people in wildlife management decision making

(b) Sharing of Protected Area revenues (20%) with adjacent communities. 
(c) Establishment of wild animal barriers like trenches (237km), buffalo wall (16km), Mauritius live fences (192.5km), and  crocodile cages (12) electric fencing (10km construction ongoing at Rubirizi)
(d)  Use of beehives (8,557 hives), chilli cakes, buffer crops like tea to prevent human wildlife conflicts

(e)  Regulated protected area resource access,

(f)   Empowerment of communities to engage in alternative livelihoods like community tourism 
The African Primatological Society will brighten the future of primate conservation in Africa through by ensuring that 
1) Network of African primatologists fully established and strengthened 

2) Opportunities are created to enhance the knowledge and skills of African Primatologists 

3) There is more commitment and leadership from African Primatologists in primate research and conservation

4) Conservation policies and practices are positively influenced and threats to primates significantly reduced in most range countries in Africa. 

 I would like to thank  the following people for their tireless efforts in organizing the conference: 

Conference Organizing Committee

Chair of Organizing Committee: Dr. Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka, Conservation Through Public Health (CTPH)

Scientific Committee: Dr. Moses Chemurot (Makerere University), Dr. Ekwoge Enang Abwe (Ebo Forest Research Project), Dr. Jessica Rothman (Hunter College), Nicole Simmons (Minnesota University), Dr. Lawrence Mugisha (Makerere University); Dr. Amani Kitegile (Sokoine University of Agriculture); Dr. Jennifer Wanyingi (University of Eldoret), Prof. Deborah Baranga (Makerere University); Dr Chris Bakuneeta (Makerere University); Dr Stanislaus Kivai (Institute of Primate Research, Kenya)

Publicity Committee: Arans Tabaruka (Integrated Rural Community Empowerment (IRUCE), Richard Bagyenyi (CTPH), Brian Atuheire (African Initiative for Food and Environment - AIFE Uganda), Bashir Hangi (Uganda Wildlife Authority); Geoffrey Baluku (Tourism Uganda)

Fundraising Committee: Dr. Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka (CTPH), Dr. Inza Kone (Centre Suisse de Recherches Scientifiques) James Musinguzi (Uganda Wildlife Education Centre), Mary Leakey Sudra (CTPH)

Operations/Logistics Committee: Dr. Innocent Djossou (CTPH), Kaamu Bukenya (CTPH), Wako Ronald (UWEC), Joan Kantu Else (Lets Go Travel Uganda), Dorothy Basiimire (Chimpanzee Trust)

I call upon all Ugandans and all our conservation and tourism partners to to protect and safeguard Uganda’s primates. 
HON PROF EPHRAIM KAMUNTU (MP)

MINISTER 
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