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Desert Locust Control Efforts in Uganda
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18 March 2020
· Minister for Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF)- Honourable Vincent Bamulangaki Ssempijja

· The Permanent Secretary, MAAIF

· Commissioners and Directors of MAAIF here present

· All partners involved in efforts to address the Desert Locust
· The Media

· Ladies and gentlemen

I am delighted to join you today at this media briefing to update you on the ongoing efforts to control desert locusts in Uganda. 
As you already know, Desert Locusts entered Uganda on Sunday 9 February 2020. Since then, the Government of Uganda- through the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries, the Uganda Peoples’ Defence Forces, Office of the Prime Minister, Desert Locust Control Organization, District local governments and other actors, have been working to contain the situation, minimize damage.
Fortunately for Uganda, the swarms of locusts have not caused significant damage to the vegetation cover yet. However, there is an eminent threat to food security, if and when the eggs of the adult locusts, hatch. 
More so, the situation remains extremely alarming in the Horn of Africa, specifically Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia where widespread breeding is in progress and new swarms are starting to form, presenting a threat to food security and livelihoods at the beginning of the upcoming cropping season.

FAO’s prediction for how the situation will evolve

The situation in East Africa is not at plague level, but this upsurge could become a plague – hence the need for swift action to inhibit another round of reproduction. Breeding and hatching is taking place in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia, and as long as this continues, Uganda will continue to be at risk. 
It is therefore important that Uganda strengthen its surveillance and preparedness effort to manage the desert locust invasion. To this end, FAO is supporting the Government of Uganda to manage the desert locust situation in the following ways: 
Providing technical expertise: One, FAO has provided national level Training of Trainers that included  district agricultural officers in 24 districts on surveillance, reporting and control of desert locusts. With this knowledge and skills, the District Agricultural Officers have since helped to train other extension workers and frontline officers involved in surveillance and spraying of the Desert Locust. Trainings of district and sub county  agriculture officers and Entomologists and UPDF have been undertaken in Gulu for districts in Northern Uganda and in Mbale for districts in eastern Uanda. Training in Soroti is also ongoing. To date, close to 400 districts and subcounty extension workers have been trained.

Surveillance and monitoring: Two, I am glad to report that Uganda has adopted the innovative technologies such as eLocust3m developed by FAO in helping to improve early warning. This mobile-based tool is a tried and tested data recording and transmission system. With this system, field staff are able to gather data and transfer it in real-time from the field to their national locust centres, before transmission to the Desert Locust Information Service (DLIS) at FAO Headquarters in Rome. Information obtained via eLocust3 is used to assess the current situation, forecast its development and warn locust affected countries and the international donor community of likely locust invasions and plagues, and most importantly, helps to inform control operations, if they are required, what type, and which location. FAO is assisting MAAIF through the procurement of necessary software for DL surveillance and data analysis. 

Provision of vehicles, vehicle-mounted sprayers, knapsacks, pesticides, and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Three, FAO is providing  four pick-up trucks (the reason we are here today) to facilitate spraying of the locusts using the vehicle-mounted sprayers. These will be handed over today, together with other equipment. Vehicle-mounted sprayers will increase the efficacy in control of the desert locusts and will improve our control efforts in the field as they are able to cover a large area of upto 200 ha in a day. 
Other items include standard/recommended PPE kits, knapsack sprays for training pruposes, motorized sprayers, and recommended pesiticides. I wish to emphasize that FAO encourages only properly trained and equipped teams to undertake control operations against Desert Locusts, and not communities or farmers. Ground and aerial control operations must always abide by appropriate precautions, including the use of protective clothing and masks and correct application protocols. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the partners that have supported the government of Uganda to control the desert locusts in the country and the region. FAO has launched a global appeal for funds to assist in the DL response in the region, and FAO Uganda has so far received pledges of about USD 7 million to assist the Government of Uganda in its locust surveillance and control efforts.

We are happy that so far the efforts are yielding good results but also hopeful that with this boost, the response will be more efficient, effective and safe for people and the environment.
Thank you. 
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